raygue 


Review 


Commencement==(Cpraduation 
AND THEN WHAT? 


“Be true to the dreams of thy youth,” “Be true to the dreams of thy youth,” 


O graduate, hopeful and bright, Forget not thy purposeful aim: 

Thy life lies before thee today, Move forward and upward each year, 
See to it thou use it aright. And the fruit of thy labor thou lt claim. 
“Be true to the dreams of thy youth,” “Be true to the dreams of thy youth,” 
*Mid the sordid distractions and cares Preserve the now-cherished ideals, 
Awaiting each eager young heart, Until in His own gracious time 

Ne’er lose early longings and prayers. Our Father His glory reveals. 


—A. W. LYON 


May the hopes you've set your heart upon speedily come true, 
and the task which you now undertake bring success to you. 
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ATTENTION! 


A Splendid Patriotic Pageant 


The Lutheran Spirit of ’76 


By HENRY W. SNYDER, D.D. 


simple, beautiful, effective pageant which emphasizes the 
Patriotic spirit of the Lutherans of '76 and the important 
part they played in that period. 
-Full directions for producing the pageant are given. 
A group of young people will find this an excellent pageant to 
give when they wish to emphasize the part Lutherans played in 
Revolutionary history, and also on any patriotic days. 


THE FOURTH OF JULY WILL SOON BE HERE 
BE PREPARED 


Price, 25 cents each; $2.00 a dozen 


A Pageant of Religious Education 


The Heritage of the Child 


By LAURA SCHERER COPENHAVER 


N this striking pageant ‘Education’ reviews past efforts at 

instruction and then shows the rights of the child in the 

Church, Sunday School and other religious schools. Beauti- 

ful, impressive, instructive, religious in tone, and adaptable 
to large or small groups, this pageant, with costume directions in- 
cluded, will make a strong feature on programs of Educational In- 
stitutes, Sunday School Conferences, Summer Schools, and also in 
Parish Schools. ; 


Price, 25 cents each; $2.00 a dozen 


A Revision of the Pageant 


“Luther’s Coat-of-Arms” 


The Banner of the Cross 


By SANFORD N. CARPENTER, D.D. 


and heroic struggle he was waging, is rich in significance and 
with silent eloquence reveals the spiritual values of that con- 
test. In this unique pageant, the inner meaning of this 
emblem is unfolded in a most impressive and interesting manner. 


©= coat-of-arms adopted by Luther, as a symbol of the great 


Price, 35 cents 


A New Pamphlet on Symbolism 


Symbols and Terms of the Church 


By HOWARD R. KUNKLE 


Jews for centuries before that. This pamphlet explains over 

sixty of the most familiar ones and most of these are il- 

lustrated. About fifty Church terms which every Church 
member should know are also defined—and the symbolism of the 
Church year colors. As the Church today uses hundreds of in- 
teresting symbols, a study of this pamphlet will help the wor- 
shiper to appreciate his Church and his devotions more. 


O's Church has used symbols since the first century, and the 


Price, 10 cents a copy; 60 cents a dozen; 
$5.00 a hundred 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Voyage of The Mixing-LSowl 


(By MABEL S. MERRILL) 


Rob Gayton stood on the bank of the creek look- 
ing blankly at the boat, which with the help of his two 
sisters he had just got into the water. 

“T didn’t suppose it would be a handsome boat,” 
grumbled Rob, “but then, I didn’t expect it was coming 
out round, like a mixing-bowl with the sides jammed in.” 

“Let’s call it ‘The Mixing-Bowl,” proposed Berry 
cheerfully. “That will be different anyhow from most 
boats’ names. Charlie Seymour calls his new motor- 
boat ‘The River Queen.’ ” 

“Anyway, it will go, Rob,” said Laurel as she stood 
with the rope of ‘“The Mixing-Bowl” in her hand, “and 
that’s what a boat is for, isn’t it? We can have fun in 
it all by ourselves. Nobody will see it, if we keep it 
up the creek here.” 

Rob looked cloudy over it for a moment. He had 
really hoped the new boat would look well enough to 
take them down to the Boat Club picnic at Strawberry 
Island. The island was out in the big river into which 
this little stream flowed. He could hardly help laugh- 
ing as he pictured himself pushing ‘““The Mixing-Bowl” 
out into the line of decorated boats, which were to 
circle the island three times before the judges awarded 
a blue ribbon to the one making the best appearance. 

“T never should hear the last of it,” reflected Rob. 
“Guess they’d offer me the consolation prize and I 
shouldn’t fancy that. Well, as long as we can’t take 
in the picnic, is there anywhere you girls would like 
to go, up the creek?’ 

Berry was prompt with her answer. “You know 
that place where we have always wanted to go and 
couldn’t because we hadn’t any boat? We shouldn't 
meet anybody there.” 

Rob nodded. “Yes, I know. But I guess you 
won’t find anything very wonderful up behind those 
bushes. All aboard, then.” 

They hopped into “The Mixing-Bowl’ and Rob 
paddled upstream to the place Berry had spoken of. It 
was the point where a dark, sluggish lagoon, or run of 
water, went reaching back into a stretch of swamp. It 
was on the opposite side of the creek from their own 
land and they had often looked across there and tried 
to guess what lay up the dark reach of water with the 
fringing bushes and trees standing deep in the ooze. 

Berry looked pleased and excited as Rob pushed 
“The Mixing-Bowl” into the mouth of the lagoon. 

“We're going to a place we've looked at all our 
lives and never could get to, any more than China or 
somewhere,’ she remarked. ‘“Isn’t it just like a story 
where you don’t know what’s coming next?” 

Her face fell a little as they went on, for there was 
not much to see except more black water and more 
trees and bushes. By and by the lagoon seemed to 
come to an end altogether and Rob was about to paddle 
back the way they had come when Laurel spoke sud- 
denly: 

“Wasn’t it up in here somewhere that old Mr. 
Silver planted the water-lily roots? Aunt Randa told 
us about it, you know. She thought the roots must 
be there now—some of them, anyway.” 


They all remembered the story of the planting of 
the lily roots. Aunt Randa herself had helped her old 
neighbor on that day long ago when he had brought 
those roots up the creek. Water-lilies were rare in 
these parts, for out in the big river the ice tore them 
out every spring, and somehow the beautiful flowers 
had never grown in the creek until Mr. Silver had 
planted them there. 

“Oh, I do wish we could find a whole lot to take 
down to the children’s hospital over across from Straw- 
berry Island,’ cried Berry. “We wouldn’t need to go 
in ‘The Mixing-Bowl’ if you didn’t want to, Rob. We 
could hide the boat in the bushes and walk down the 
bank.” 

“You've got to find your lilies first,’ Rob reminded 
her. “And you see there isn’t a sign of one, though 
we've come clear to the end of the lagoon.” 

Berry’s sharp eyes were scanning the thickets 
ahead of them and she pointed to a clump of bushes 
that seemed to be growing on the low bank at the end 
of the inlet. 

“They're not on the bank, though,” she declared, 
“they're right in the water, and I can see more water 
shining in behind them. It’s a kind of baby lagoon 
that branches off from this one and the bushes have 
closed the mouth of it.” 

Rob was inclined to laugh at this idea, but when 
he looked he, too, could see the shine of water behind 
that tangle. His old ax was in the bottom of the boat 
and it was not much trouble to hack away or break off 
the half-dead alder bushes until the little “Mixing- 
Bowl” could be squeezed through the opening. 

Then they all gave a gasp and sat gazing. The 
baby lagoon was three or four yards wide and it wound 
back for some distance into the dark swamp. On the 
sluggish surface hundreds of water-lilies were opening 
white and gold cups, while here and there they could 
see one of the rare pink-tinted blossoms colored like a 
blush rose. 

“Oh,” sighed Berry, “I never saw a pink water- 
lily before in my life! Didn’t I tell you we should find 
something wonderful up in here? Or anyway, I felt in 
my bones as if we should. Maybe nobody else has been 
here for years and years. It’s like finding a little new 
world.” 

They began to pull the lilies, and presently Rob 
remembered the stack of empty tin cans his mother 
had given him to dispose of that morning. He had 
put them under the seat of the new boat, intending to 
dump them into the creek when they were out in the 
middle. They filled the cans with water and set them 
in rows in the bottom of the boat. There was one 
empty seat and they arranged cans on that. Then there 
was a big rusty pail which Rob had brought to bail 
with, in case the boat should leak. 

When they had filled the pail and all the cans with 
water and heaped the lilies into them the boat began 
to look like a floating flower garden. Then Laurel sud- 
denly began pulling from the bank great masses of tall 
green ferns with which she filled in every crevice, pack- 
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ing the stems in wet moss to keep them fresh. Last 
of all, Berry found some green vines and trimmed the 
boat inside and out till it looked less like a mixing-bow1 
than a green basin filled with white and rosy flowers. 

“There, look at us!” cried Laurel. “I don’t care it 
we meet the whole of the Boat Club, do you, Rob?” 

Rob looked as if he would rather not do anything 
of the kind, but he knew they never could carry that 
mass of lilies to the children’s hospital, and it wouldn’t 
be sense, he said, to skulk along in the bushes as if they 
were ashamed of themselves. So he rowed out of the 
lagoon and out of the creek and struck off boldly down 
the big river, intending to pass Strawberry Island at 
full speed. 

It was not easy to manage this, however, for the 
river was full of gaily decorated boats darting about 
like dragon-flies. As Rob was trying to slip past he 
heard Nan Seymour’s voice say: 

‘Oh, here they are, after all! Quick Charlie, let’s 
give them a tow! There goes the starting signal. My, 
aren’t those lilies a sight?” 

Before Rob could say a word Charlie had seized 
the rope of the funny little home-built boat and made 
“The Mixing-Bowl’ fast to “The River Queen,” the 
fine new motor dory that was to lead the procession 
three times around the island. The signal rocket 
soared up, and away they all went amid cheers from 
the crowd on the shore. Before they were hali-way 
around the first time everybody was pointing out to 
everybody else the moving mass of flowers trailing 
along in the wake of “The River Queen,” and someone 
in the crowd was heard to remark: 

“That’s the Gaytons, you might know; they al- 
ways do get up something different.” 

When “The Mixing-Bowl’ was at last allowed to 
go down river to carry its fragrant load to the sick 
children at the big hospital a blue ribbon was flying 
at the prow and Rob looked as if he hardly knew 
whether to laugh or not. 

“Anyhow,” he said, “it'll be no use for ‘The Mix- 
ing-Bowl’ to hide up the creek after this.” 

“Let’s not try,” suggested Laurel, and Berry added, 
“Who cares how a boat looks if you can have just as 
much fun with it?”—Zion’s Herald. 


SOCIETY OF GODLESS INITIATES 
NEW PROGRAM 

Recent reports from Russia have indicated appre- 
hension on the part of leaders of the Society of the 
Godless. Membership during past months had shrunk 
by more than one-half. 

The latest, almost fantastic efforts of the Society to 
re-establish itself serves as a grim indication of the 
methods it will employ to recoup its losses and to under- 
mine the faith of the nation. 

The following meaures have been adopted: 

The inscription, “Religion is the opiate of the 
people,” must be placed on all stationery pads, lead 
pencils, knives, and cravats: the statement, “Ministers 
are enemies of communism,” is to appear on blouses, 
drinking cups, pocketbooks, and cigars; and the declara- 
tion, “You must become a free-thinker,”’ must be printed 
on all chocolate and bon-bon wrappers. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


WHAT MY RELIGION MEANS TO ME 
(By Anna Sieben) 

There may be many things I do not know or do 
not understand, but I do not know what my religion 
means to me. 

As a child I was taught to love God and to keep 
His commandments; to pray, to read my Bible every 
day, and to be reverent in God’s house and also to 
attend Divine Service whenever possible. 


This early training counted for much and has 
taught me to trust in my Heavenly Father at all times, 
and has enabled me to retain a child-like simplicity in 
God’s care for me, of which I am very proud. 


.True religion is the love of God in your heart and 
if you have God with you, no one can be against you. 

I know like my blessed Master what it means to 
work among the poor and needy and I also know what 
it means to sacrifice for others. 

I know what it means to care for the aged and 
sick, to comfort the sad, to encourage the weak and 
to rejoice with the redeemed. 

I also know what it means to have faith in God 
and in faith believing to trust Him to provide for my 
spiritual needs. 

I know how He must have felt when He placed 
His hands on the heads of little children and blest them, 
for I too love children. 

I know what He suffered when He was wrongfully 
accused and how sad He became when He saw the 
temple used for other than religious service. 


I know how He appreciated true friends and help- 
ers and how He did His best to guide them. 


I know that I place myself in God’s keeping each 
morning and ask Him to lead me where I am needed 
most, and where He sends me I go to do His blessed 
will. 

I know how each evening to return thanks for His 
guidance and protection. . 

I know God will forgive my sins and pardon all 
errors if I am truly penitent. 

I know God has a divine place for each one of us 
and He will have that plan made clear, if we abide in 
Him. 

I know that Christ died on the cross to redeem me 
a poer sinner and I am truly thankful for’ His redeem- 
ing love. 

I also know that I am truly grateful for the pure 
faith which He alone can give and has given to me. 

I know “the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
want”. 

This is what my religion means to me. 


GOLDEN RULE or RULE OF GOLD 

“Only the Golden Rule will save this country—not 

a rule of gold. A character standard is far more im- 

portant than even a gold standard. The success 

of all economic systems is still dependent upon both 

righteous leaders and righteous people. In the 

last analysis, our national future depends upon our 

national character—that is, whether it is spiritually or 

materially minded. The making of men is more 
necessary than the making of money.” 

—ROGER BABSON 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
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OUR TOPICS 


Many Luther Leagues have selected topics in a hit and miss manner because the 
local leaders had not determined the needs of their League 


From time to time in our trips across the country, 
and in the letters which come to the office, we are 
asked various questions about the topics of the Luther 
League, therefore we have gathered a group of these 
questions, and in the following paragraphs we have 
tried to answer them. Your question may be there. If 
not, we would appreciate hearing from you. 


Why Can We Not Have More Bible in the Topics? 

There are two answers to this question. In the 
first place, there is more Bible in the topics than most 
people know about. Each topic is accompanied by a 
Scriptural reference. Then again there are the Daily 
Bible Readings in the topics material in the Review and 
Topics Quarterly with special reference to the topic. 
The third source of Bible help is found in the worship 
service, in the Scripture lesson and the Psalm. 

The fourth use of the Bible in the topics is found 
in the references to various teachings of the Bible which 
occurs throughout the body of the discussion material 
for use by the leader in the discussion of the subject. 
Still a fifth type of Bible reference is in those topics 
as “Parable of the Sower’, “The Demoniac Boy”, etc., 
being used during this year. 

The second answer to the question is this: Only 
a few people learn to use the Bible most effectively. 
They study the Bible as an end in itself, without rela- 
tionship to the issues which they face in modern life 
or else they make it a book of rules to be followed 
literally. The Bible readings as printed in the Topics 
Quarterly are for our reading each day in the week. As 
we read these passages of scripture thoughts arise in 
our minds that we can express at the devotional meet- 
ing in the discussion of the topic. 


Why Don’t the Topics Deal With the Things Our 
Group Is Interested In? 

First, are you sure your group is not interested in 
these topics? Are you sure that there are only one 
or two members that are not interested? A poll of the 
League members would give a definite answer to the 
question. What topics are the group interested in? It 
would not be well to have each month’s topics dealing 
with peace and war or social questions; if that were the 
procedure surely a negative reaction from the members 
would follow. It would be well to check on the needs 
of your League members and then check the list of 
topics presented by the Luther League of America and 
see if these topics are not after all meeting your needs 
as a group. 


Why Do You Raise So Many Questions in the 
Minds of Young People? 

We have not raised a single question that is new. 
Every topic which has appeared has been raised by 
some one, at least, among the thousands of Luther 
Leaguers across the country. The material is pre- 
pared to give answer and help in the issues which youth 
themselves raise with us. We think that Christ has a 
word of life for our generation which is pertinent and 


deeply needed—in fact, the word of salvation. We 
believe that a Christian approach to life will not ignore 
these issues but will meet them boldly and hopefully. 
Life raises the questions and, we seek to lead Christian 
youth to answer them. We shall conquer them not by 
seeking to escape but by leading in the attack. 

The questions raised in our topics are the very 
questions that come from our Luther Leaguers, and 
many questions that might well have been asked, for 
they were in the mind of the Leaguers. 

Why Do the Topics Take So Much Work? 

There is no answer to this question? We admit 
it. For those who wish to spend ten minutes reading 
over the ‘topic material’, hand out a few slips of paper, 
select some hymns on arriving at the meeting, the 
topics take too much time to prepare. 

But we do not set up the topics that they may 
take less work. Nothing important happens without 
some worthy effort. If you are satisfied that you do 
not want a response to your leadership in the devo- 
tional meeting then spend as little time as possible on 
the preparation. But do you think that is fair to your 
fellow Leaguers who have come to spend a profitable 
hour with you as the leader? It requires time to pre- 
pare a topic for discussion just as it requires plenty of 
time to prepare for a worth while recitation of your 
lessons in school. Preparation for a successful devo- 
tional meeting is essential. Efficient preparation re- 
quires plenty of time and work. 


Why Is There Not Enough Material in the Topics? 

There are two answers to this question. One, the 
cost of printing. We wish it were possible to print 
more resource material on each topic. We would do it 
if we had a larger circulation of our publications. These 
publications are expected to pay their own way and 
therefore enlarging them would involve more expendi- 
ture and cause a loss in the publication accounts. 

The second answer is one to which you need to 
give most heed. There is more material than the aver- 
age group uses. It is a matter of learning how to use 
the material which does appear. In each issue of the 
Luther League Review are topic discussion materials, 
The Topics Quarterly, Intermediate Helps and the 
Junior Topics Booklets are published to supplement the 
material in the Review. The Lutheran carries a page 
of material each 'week on the Senior Topic. What 
further do you need in the way of material for your 
use in preparation for leading a Luther League de- 
votional ? 

How Can We Secure Enough Reviews To Have 

Them Available For All Who Need Them? 

The Review sells in clubs, of ten for ninety cents 
per year, in clubs of five for one dollar a year. The 
Topics Quarterly and Intermediate Helps sell at twenty- 
five copies, issued each quarter, for $3.75 per year. The 
Junior Topics Booklets sell at forty cents a packet. 
These packets are issued January and July and contain 
the topics materials for six months. 
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The Intermediate Department 


The day of writing this “Rose Month’ letter is 
a dull, dreary day—just right, however, to thumb 
through the “appointment book” to pick out and piece 
together in narrative form the “doings and goings” of 
your Uncle Bim from January lst to whenever he 
calls a halt. 

Eating 

Naturally we start with the first day of the year, 
which you recall was a holiday, but our book notes 
that it wasn’t a “fast day,” for two dinners that day 
were had out with friends in their homes; the one off 
a turkey and the other off a steer, but both tender 
eating. Twelve days pass, but not without eating, 
when a congregational dinner in Grace Lutheran, 
Drexel Hill, called forth a brief talk to the youth as- 
sembled. After a fifteen day lapse this time we meet 
at dinner with a group of former Lutheran students, 
graduates from the several Universities in and around 
Boston, who came together at the call of the Rev. N. 
D. Goehring, student pastor and personal friend from 
Kansas days. We're now in February. Nine days 
have passed when the Philadelphia Luther Leaguers 
in their annual “Live Wire Dinner” short-circuit it 
three hundred strong to Kugler’s Banquet Hall, which 
they filled from 6:30 to 10:30, with “balloon-burstings,” 
“laughter”, “fun-making’’, “speeches” and other “‘static’’. 
On February 17th we pinched-hit for John George 
Kurzenknabe, who was ill, at a banquet of 150 
Leaguers in Nanticoke, Pa. The following Thursday 
another banquet. This time of Fathers and Sons in 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, East Lansdowne, Pa. 
With a one day lapse we find ourselves in Holy Trin- 
ity, Audubon, N. J., to help the local League there to 
celebrate its first anniversary. We are now in ‘the 
third month and on the fifteenth day attending the 
annual Gettysburg College banquet over which we pre- 
side as president, secretary, treasurer, toastmaster and 
Executive Committee, and, believe it or not,’ its’ a 
going concern. In addition to the above “feastings” 
we dined six times at the “Ritz-Carlton” and “Bellevue- 
Stratford” hotels during February and March in ¢on- 
nection with a drive for funds for the Douglass Hos- 
pital for negroes. 

Speaking 

While most of the above “eating” dates involved 
speaking we now list ‘““Non-Eating-All-Speaking” dates. 
The first of such fell on the 20th of January in Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran, Haddonfield, N. J., on the occa: 
sion of a District service on the Konnarock missionary 
objective. The church was packed to the doors—to see 
the movie pictures “Below Whitetop.’” On Sunday 
evening next we trekked over to New Jersey again. 
This time to address a rally of all three age groups of 
Leaguers in Trinity, Woodbury. On January 30th 
Dad Wolf and his two older children ran the League 
meeting at Grace, Drexel Hill. ‘Betty’ was leader, 
“Bobby” was scripture reader, “Pop” was speaker on 
Konnarock. The next evening we weré in New Jersey 
for the third time—down in Pleasantville in company 


with ’Gene Kelchner, president of the New Jersey — 


Luther League, and Miss Martha Hoffman, to another 
Konnarock service. The first Sunday evening in Feb- 
ruary we trundled north to Trumbauersville in Penn- 
sylvania to help organize an Intermediate Luther 
League for our friend, pastor Mark Heller. Miss 
Brenda Mehlhouse, our diminutive, but dynamic Junior 
Secretary, used Lincoln’s birthday to summon together 
her faithful followers to the 12th Annual Junior In- 
stitute, with “we” present to give a “wee” talk. Patriot- 
ically speaking we attended a meeting of the Philadel- 
phia District Executive Committee on Washington’s 
Birthday, where again “we” spoke. This time on the 
Intermediate phase of Luther League work. Passing 
over into March, on the 19th day, we were in Lancaster 
to a big rally of Intermediates, followed by a conference 
of their Superintendents, A talk on stamps occupied the 
evening of the 22nd in Grace, Drexel Hill, before the 
Brotherhood. A “pep” talk before the Intermediate 
League of Apostles Church in Philadelphia was “gotten 
off the chest’? on the evening of the 27th. It is now 
April and what we got to do by way of speaking is 
in the “note book,” but not out of the system, as fol- 
lows:: Reunion of Catechumens in Immanuel, East 
Lansdowne, on the 10th, Reunion of Catechumens in 
St Paul’s, Ardmore, on the 24th, Konnarock service in 
St. Paul’s, Lansdowne, on the 28th, Radio address on 
Life Service on May Ist, and Rally of Intermediates in 
St. John’s, Brooklyn, N. Y., on May 8th. Here’s where 
we call a “halt”, for beyond the 8th of May the date 
book is bare, that is, as of date of this writing, April 8th. 


Preaching 

While a Secretary is a preacher his preaching ap- 
pointments take up less space in his “note book” than 
do the many other things required of him. However, 
he’s always on call to help out a sick pastor, or fill 
the pulpit of a vacant church, or speak at some special 
occasion, such as anniversaries, of which pastors have 
many, but secretaries none. With a secretary anniver- 
saries come and go, even a birthday anniversary the 
like of which we had on March 23rd, and the world 
hears not of them. Yes, dear family, your Uncle Bim 
was “just' sweet sixteen” on March 23rd—plus one and 


thirty. It won’t be long before you'll be calling him, 
Grandpa Bim. Who knows? And who cares? Where 
were we? Oh, yes, on our preaching missions. Well, 


on Sunday morning, January 30th, we supplied for the 
Rey. P. E. Bierbauer, pastor of St. Andrew’s Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, who became ill suddenly with a 
severe heart attack, and we’ve been preaching for him 
every Sunday morning since, and will continue to do 
so until other arrangements are made. Wednesday even- 
ings during Lent have found us “preaching” likewise 
at St. Andrew’s. On March 29th we spoke a “good 
word for Jesus” in Christ Lutheran, Oreland, Pa. Pas- 
tors who get themselves into automobile accidents need 
assistance too, so on the Sunday evenings of April 3rd . 
and 10th we helped out our good friend, Rev. W. V. 
Garrett, of Immanuel, Norwood, whom we are pleased 
to report is recovering nicely from a facial injury. 
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Pastoral Acting 

Of these, such as weddings, baptisms and funerals, 
a Secretary has only an occasional one. Of weddings 
we have performed only three in twelve years. Two 
of which were of relatives, to whom the “fee” was 
given back. You know wedding “fees” keep preachers’ 
wives in hats. Well, with only one paying wedding in 
twelve years you know at once how many new hats 
“Aunt Rachel’, my beloved spouse, has had—too bad! 
Out of sympathy for her let’s take up an offering. Of 
baptisms and funerals we have had one each since Jan- 
uary Ist, with the latter occuring only today and of a 
very good friend. 

Hearing 

We have said a good deal above; maybe, too much, 
but we think sometimes you should hear from us on 
our varied and colorful continuance. But, from now on 
to the end of our letter you shall hear others speak. 


From Two National Debaters 

While a preacher-secretary misses the many human 
contacts that were his when only a preacher, neverthe- 
less his “cup of joy” is filled to overflowing as he 
watches his boys and girls pass from ‘teen age “fol- 
lowship” to ‘teen age “leadership”. Many in the past 
have risen so, and we have recorded their names as we 
have noted their rise. The most recent of these “grads” 
is one of our Springfield “lads”, Edward Balles, of 
Baltimore, who has become one of two sponsors for a 
newly organized Intermediate Luther League in his 
home Church, Epiphany. Another one of the National 
Debaters, Miss Nolt, of Lititz, Pa., wrote us as of 
April 2nd to this wise: 


“Since last summer League means more to me than it 
ever did before, thanks to ycu. I have just sent in my sub- 
scription to the Review and hope never to be without 
it in the future.” 


From the 1937 Essayists 
We have received a “Thank You”, letter directly 
or through their superintendents, from all ten 1937 
Reading Course essayists. They are beautiful letters 
four of them sent. Listen to only this one: 
“When informed that I would receive a prize for the 
essay which I had written, it was to me a grand surprise 


and delight. 

The picture received is one that I think every boy 
should own. When one looks at_it he is sure to be re- 
minded of the Scripture verses, ‘He grew in wisdom, and 
stature, and in favor with God and man,’ also ‘Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s business.’ These verses 
should stir all youth to Christian service. Werses like these 
are just as applicable to me and other boys as they 
were to Jesus. 


Many thanks for the picture which I appreciate very 
much, especially since I did not have one of my own. 


Yours sincerely, 
ALBERT BURCHINAL 


Orphans’ Home, Zelienople, Pa.’’ 

When Boys Talk To God 

When Girls Talk To God 
_ These are the titles of two separate prayer books, 
the one consisting of prayers written by boys, the 
other of prayers by girls. They are prayers just as 
“addressed to God” by boys and girls in the Sunday 
Schools of our land, and collected by the compiler and 
set in order by him. The prayers are grouped under 
three sections: ages 6-8, 9-11, and 12-14. The youthful 
petitioners in these two books call upon God for daily 
bread, faith, courage, health and in behalf of their 
friends, the church, missions and their parents. We 
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recommend these little books to boys and girls, to lead- 
ers of such and to parents and pastors. Theodore 
Graebner is the editor. Carroll Good, Inc., New York, 
the printer. And the price is 35 cents each, or $3.60 
per dozen. 


Affectionately, 


LUTHERAN “FIRSTS” 

“The Lutheran Herald” has listed a number of 
Lutheran “firsts” which should be of interest to all 
Lutherans: 

The first clergyman ordained in America was a 

Lutheran 

The first Protestant pastor buried on American 

soil was a Lutheran 
The first Protestant missionary to the Indians was 
a Lutheran 

The first book translated for the Indians was 
Luther’s Small Catechism 

The first American flag was unfurled by a 
Lutheran general 

The first American naval flag was made by a 

group of Lutheran women 

The first Protestant hospital in America was built 

by Lutherans 

The first president of the Congress of the United 

States was a Lutheran 

And the editor’s concluding statement is: “Still 
we hear some people talk about the Lutherans in Ameri- 
ca as a bunch of foreigners.” 


SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
John 5:39 
DAILY BIBLE READING 


Our League is just the finest 
As we meet to sing and pray, 
The boys are good and wholesome, 
The girls all bright and gay. 


And when the count was taken, 
To give us one gold star, 

One point was not forsaken, 
Daily reading was not “at par.” 


Some years ago I started 
To read a verse each day, 
It cheered my way with gladness, 
And kept all doubts away. 


So, if you too, need comfort, 
Just heed this plan of mine, 
To search the Scriptures daily, 
It is God’s Word divine. 


Just open up your Bible, 
It is so little to ask, 

And if you do it daily, 

It becomes a pleasant task. 


So search the Scriptures daily, 
To find eternal life, 

Dispel all shades of darkness, 
And keep away from strife. 


To overcome depression 
And chase all gloom away, 
Appreciate your Bible 
And read it every day. 
—ANNA SIEBEN 


Does your League get a copy of the Topics Quar- 
terly for each member? If not, why not subscribe and 
see how helpful it will be in promoting better devotional 
meetings? 
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LIGHT IN THE JUNGLE 


(By Willard Price) 
An intimate view of life on the Philippine island of Mindanao, revealing the quiet influence 
of the Bible as it plays its mighty part in preparing an ancient people for 
statehood as a modern independent nation. 


HE deep-voiced birds of the Philippines were giv- 
© ing their regular dawn concert—tooting, honk- 

ing, and booping. I rose and dressed. The airy 
Bagobo house rocked on its high stilts as I moved 
about. The floor was made up of bamboo strips and 
eracks—mostly cracks. Through them I could look 
down to the earth, six feet below. To walk on such 
a floor gives one the sensation of treading upon air or 
upon waves. 

I went out into the main room. No sound in the 
house, Where was everybody? The mystery was solved 
when I looked through the liberally-cracked split bam- 
boo wall and into the windows of the mission school, 
one hundred feet away. The teachers were already 
about a table at work on translation. They were putting 
the Gospel of St. Luke into a Bagobo dialect, spoken 
by ten thousand Bagobos who do not yet have the 
Book in their own tongue. The translation must be 
done at odd times, outside of school hours; hence this 
early vigil. 

They return presently for breakfast. Then all go 
to their classes, except one who plays hookey to guide 
the stranger further into the jungle. This point, Melilla, 
is already two hours away from the nearest road; for 
roads are few in the island of Mindanao. But we are 
to go on in and up to Migdayas, on a mountain 
plateau. 

The jungle crowds the trail. Monkeys chatter in 
the palms. Here is a cleared spot large enough for a 
thatch house and garden; and the owner is digging holes 
with a palapak, while his wife, following him, drops 
seeds into each hole, The palapak is a pointed stick 
topped by a bamboo clapper, which emits a resounding 
clap, audible a mile away, each time the stick is thrust 
into the earth. The sound is thought to be pleasing to 
the god who guards the fields. 

The jungle beccmes dense and black. The limo- 
kon, bird of ill omen, cries on our left. That would 
mean to the superstitious traveler that he must abandon 
his trip and go back. But the Bible teacher leads on 
without fear. While herons float like ghosts through 
the gloom, black creepers dangle their tentacles from 
the great trees. Now and then certain eerie moans, ex- 
plainable perhaps, but unexplained, come from the sun- 
less depths, No wonder the native imagination peoples 
these shadows with creatures of dread. Dread that is 
being slowly dispelled by the Christian and the Book. 

After a steep climb up a trail, so steep that one 
might about as well ascend as the monkeys do, by the 
hanging cables of vines, we emerge into the rather open 
groves of the plateau. There are signs of human life 
once more. Before a thatch hut a mabalian or sorceress 
kneels beside a sick boy. She holds in her hands a 
rudely-carved wooden doll; and she beseeches, the evil 
vspirits to take this image of the boy and leave.the boy 
thimself in peace. The Bibleman stops to talk to, her of 


better ways as told in his Book; and he examines the 
boy and leaves simple medicines.. 

At another house we find a tambara, a stand con- 
taining an offering of food to the spirits, because a 
girl of the house is ill. 

And now we come to a Christian home. A fine- 
looking man wearing great ivory ear-plugs comes to 
meet us. He carries a blowgun through which he has 
been puffing darts at game birds, destined for the even- 
ing stew. At his side hangs a bolo of murderous size 
in an ornamental sheath. Over his shoulder are slung 
a bow and a quiver of bamboo arrows. Against the 
house, behind him, leans a bamboo spear, more piercing 
and poisonous than steel. But, despite his aspect of 
military preparedness, our host has a ready smile anda 
look of keen intelligence. I am not surprised to learn 
that he is a skilled artisan in silver and brass, and won 
a prize at a Manila exhibition. Having been to school, 
he knows some English, and can read the Bible to his 
family. He is the leader of the local Sunday School 
which meets weekly in the main room of his house. 

It is really the house of his father-in-law; a com- 
mon Bagobo custom is for the young groom to come 
to live at the home of his bride. The older man now ap- 
proaches. He, too, smiles, and yet his face is very 
different from the younger man’s. He became a Chris- 
tian late in life, and his features still bear the stamp of 
a cruel and savage past. He regretfully tells us later 
that he has kiled five men. How he wishes that he 
could bring them back to life and wipe his past clean! 
He is doing what he can by helping the families of his 
victims. And now he is a Christian and kills no more. 
“For Christ came that we may have life,” he says. 

The two men take us into the house by way of 
the kitchen door; for the kitchen is the only room on 
the ground, the sleeping rooms being stilted up out 
of the way of snakes. The kitchen stove consists of 
stones, upon which pots are set. Here is a candle con- 
sisting of half a dozen oily, inflammable candlenuts 
strung on a sliver of bamboo the nuts burn, one after 
another, giving off a fitful light and much smoke. 
Standard Oil has never climbed this mountain. There is 
a mortar for grinding rice or mashing bananas. There is 
a hammer, consisting of a stick in one split end of 
which a large stone has been tied in place with rattan. 
Food hangs from the roof, thus foiling the ants and 
serpents. 

We go up into the great room, used as a chapel 
on Sunday. A pet monkey chatters a greeting, A 
baby croons in a hammock made of a native skirt, 
suspended by a length of vine from the thatch roof. 
Knives, spears, arrows, bolos, are thrust into the walls. - 
Finely-ornamented shields lend color and beauty. There 
is a simple tambara, a dish on the end of a rounded 
stick. It is a relic not now used by these Christians; 


but they bring it out before the house, fix it upright 
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in the ground, and fill the dish with fruit, to illustrate 
how it is employed by non-Christians to appease evil 
spirits. 

Then the teacher reads the Bible to the family 
group gathered about the loom upon which the beauti- 
ful designs worn by the Bagobos are woven from the 
fibers of the abaca or hemp plant. 


The Bagobos are a talented and competent people. 
They need light. Their talent has too often gone into 
wrong channels. Killing has been developed into an art, 
and a savage Bagobo will tell you the number of his 
murders as freely and as proudly as we would mention 
so many holes of golf. I asked many times during a 
back-country trip and always got a ready answer— 
“seven” or “ten” or whatever the number might be. 
And the killer would display his credentials. He who 
has taken three lives may wear the tangcolo, a red 
turban. Three more entitle him to put on the red 
beaded coat; and three more, the red pantaloons. Ten 
or more deaths, and he may don garments of the same 
design, but in black instead of red. A man who has 
never killed is derided as a matalo, meaning one who 
would rather stay home with the women than fight. 


We scrambled and slid down the tunnel-like trail 
through the jungle to Melilla. The sun was low. 
School was over. The children had all gone home. But 
the schoolhouse was still in use; for about a table the 
teachers sat working over their translation of St. Luke. 
And it was as if in that room I saw a great light— 


a light of love and of hope for the Bagobo people. 
—Bible Society Record 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
CONTINUES TO GROW 

The Pocket Testament League is a means of binding 
God’s Word and the lives of individuals together 
in a way which is most effective and fruitful and 
it unites those who agree to make it their habit to 
read a portion of the Bible each day, and to carry 
a Bible or a Testament with them wherever possible. 


Join the Pocket Testament League yourself. 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
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FROM THE “SUNNY” SOUTH 


REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER 


Member of the Executive Committee of the 
Luther League of America 


Born, April 4, 1905, Charleston, S. C.; attended public 
schools there; Newberry College, A.B., 1926; 
Southern Seminary, B.D., 1929 


Elloree, S. C., 1929-1936 


Chairman, South Carolina’s Publicity Committee, 
1932-1933 


President, Southern Conference, South Carolina Synod, 
1933-1936 


Regular contributor to “The Lutheran Messenger,” 
1931-1936 


Elected to Executive Committee of the Luther League 
of America, Charleston Convention, 1935 


Pastor, Redeemer Church, Macon, Ga., 1936— 


Member, Parish Education Committee, Georgia-Ala- 
bama Synod, 1936-37 


President, Northern a ane Georgia-Alabama 
Synod, 1937 


Trustee, Newberry College, 1937 
Member of Commission for the Study of Negro Work 


Pastor, Trinity Church, 


Vice-President, Anglo-Saxon Club, Newberry College, 


1937-38 
Vice-President for Georgia-Alabama Synod of the 
Alumni Association of the Southern Seminary 


1937-38 


News Letter Writer for “The Lutheran,” 1937-38 


“In a very real and fundamental sense our major 
problems are not economic or financial or industrial. 
The specialized economist cannot state any of our acute 
problems in purely economic terms. If he thinks about 
solutions he will be forced to recognize that underneath 
every economic problem there lies a set of involved 
human relations. Our difficulty, then, lies in the area 


of human relatedness.” 
, —E. C. LINDEMAN 
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June 1—Send in statistical blanks 
June 5—Topic Meeting—What of the Movies? 
June 12—Topic Meeting—What Do I Learn from 
Pictures, Travel, Art? 
June 19—Topic Meeting—How Does the Church 
Help Teach Me? 
June 26—Missionary Topic 
Use “Doorways’”. Twelve Point Program, Point 
12, take out a Sustaining Membership; Point 
5, Public Meeting 


Dear Leaguers: 
Have you sent back your 


Statistical Blank 

to Headquarters? If you are to be included on the 
list of Junior organizations it is absolutely necessary 
that we have this. Therefore return the blank giving 
the name of your church, etc., at once. If inactive, re- 
turn blank, stating this fact. If active, give a full re- 
port of your year’s work. If you by some mistake did 
not receive a statistical blank, write to Headquarters 
for one. 


The Junior Luther League Clock 

The work of the Junior League is like a clock. The 
works are the material which keeps the organization 
running—Bible, missionary material, topic material, 
reading courses, and the like. 

The pendulum which shows that your society is 
active and busy is the reports which you send as re- 
quested. 

The hands of the clock, which record the work 
done, are the meetings from week to week. 

The hours on the face of the clock are twelve 
groups, the four officers and eight committees or groups. 

And the main-spring, which keeps things wound 
up is the secretary or superintendent of the group. 

All must work together. 


Do Not Let Your Society Run Down 

Divide the work among the Juniors. If we hope 
to have good Senior Leaguers, intelligent church mem- 
bers and capable leaders, we must begin and train the 
children—they do not “just happen” to become leaders. 

The Superintendent is of course a member of all 
the groups, and plans all the work, either by making 
the plans or suggesting the work to the Juniors, but 
the actual carrying on of the work is done by the 
Juniors themselves. Let them learn by doing. 

Of course they will make mistakes. Overlook them. 
Our work is to help them to do better. Direct them 
in the right way. ; ‘ 

It would be easier for you to teach a lesson and 


do all the work yourself, but the Juniors would not 


be trained. 
You ask—just what shall each officer and group do? 
Here is a list of activities—give each officer and 
head of group a note book on the first page of which 


~The Junior Department 
REPORTS and ADMINISTRATION 
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these are listed—so that each may know his or her 
duties: 

(And do not keep any officer or group for too 
long a time, change frequently, as often as every three 
months, so that all the Juniors may get some training) 


The Junior President 

—presides at the business and devotional meetings, is 
in charge at all educational meetings; 

—plans the work of the Junior League with the super- 
intendent arranging the weekly meetings; 

—presents an annual report to the Senior League and 
congregation; 

—appoints Secretaries and group heads; 

—appoints delegates to Junior rallies and conventions. 


The Junior Vice-President 

—presides at least once a month; 

—is chairman of the Executive Committee (consisting 
of Superintendent, officers and group heads and 
chairmen) ; 

—holds regular monthly meetings with this Commit- 
tee. ; 

The Junior Secretary 

—keeps a complete list of all the members; 

—keeps a secretary’s book in which are entered the 
minutes of all meetings; 

—reads the minutes and calls roll at the meetings; 

—answers all letters promptly; 

—writes letters at the direction of the superintendent 
concerning the work of the League; 

—secures from delegates reports of Junior rallies and 
conventions. 


The Junior Treasurer 

—keeps an accurate record of all offerings and moneys 
received, and of money paid out; 

—talks to the Junior League about the Missionary 
Objective; ; 

—talks to the League about the Sustaining Member- 
ship Fund and endeavors to have the League take 
out a Five Dollar Membership; 

—makes a report of the’ Junior League treasury once 
a year to the Church treasurer. 


The Educational Secretary 

—is Chairman of the Program Committee and helps 
plan the program and study for the meetings; 

—plans for Daily Bible Readings, distributes the Daily 
Bible Readings, and keeps a list of all Daily Bible 
Readers; 

—secures and circulates the Junior Reading Course, 
and keeps a list of all who completed the Course; 

—arranges for a Luther Study Class using “Martin of 
Mansfeld” during the Reformation season; 

—and plans for other study classes each year.as the . 
books of the Reading Course permit. 


The Missionary, Secretary 
—plans the program and special features for the month- 
ly missionary meeting; 
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—secures missionary curios, pictures, and other mate- 
rial for a missionary exhibit; 

—arranges and decorates the room appropriately for 
the missionary meeting; 

—plans, and, with the superintendent as leader, con- 
ducts two Junior Mission Study Classes each year, 
(a) home, (b) foreign; 

—arranges for the missionary contributions 
League; 

—makes plans for some form of inner, home and for- 
eign mission work each year. 


of the 


The Life Service Secretary 
—finds some work for each member of the Junior 
League to do for their own church—i.e. distribute 
bulletins, bring flowers, visit sick; 
—arranges for a pastor, a missionary and a deaconess 
once a year to talk to the Juniors; 
—plans for the observance of Life Service Day; 

—has stories of some of the heroes of missions and the 
church told in the study and worship periods; 
helps the superintendent direct the thoughts of the 

- Juniors to work in the church when they grow up. 


The Social Secretary 
—plans for a social each month except during Lent; 
—creates a social atmosphere at each meeting; 
—welcomes new members. 


The Program Committee 
(Educational Secretary, Chairman and Study Group) 
—should plan the programs three months in advance, 
arranging all the meetings, and selecting the units 
of study; 
—should appoint leaders for each meeting, post these 
on the Bulletin Board, and help these leaders in the 
arranging and rendering of their programs. 


The Missionary Committee 
(Missionary Secretary, Chairman) 

—aids the Missionary Secretary in planning the mis- 
sionary meetings; 

—arranges special features for the missionary meet- 
ings; 

—supervises the missionary material, files, pictures, cos- 
tumes, etc.; 

—plans for special missionary features—a Junior in 
costume to tell a story, a missionary curio shown, 
missionary decorations, missionary songs, etc.; 

—makes posters to advertise the missionary meetings; 

—plans for educational programs teaching the work 
adopted as the League’s Missionary Objective, and 
plans for contributions to same, 


The Worship Committee 

—plans for the worship services; 

—gathers material for worship—hymns, pictures, Scrip- 
ture stories, and such other material that can be 
used to create a worshipful atmosphere and pro- 
gram, 

The Findings or General Committee 


(Composed of small groups appointed as the work demands 
to do some specific tasik) 


—should be appointed to do work outside of meetings, 
find additional materials and information concern- 
ing the unit studied, or make surveys, and ‘find 
facts, and then report at next meeting; 
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—should suggest some solution of problems as they 
arise in the study; 

—should suggest service activities concerning the causes 
suggested; 

—should plan public programs; 

They might also 

—secure new members and look up absent members; 

—keep list of members’ Birthdays and send cards; 

—make a poster to advertise each meeting; 

—plan for music—special numbers, hymns as_ solos, 
duets; choir. 
The best way to train the Juniors for service is 

to give them work and responsibility. Try it. 


, The Juniors at Work 

Space does not permit many news items—we have 
room for these only: 

The Southern New Jersey Juniors held their quar- 
terly Rally and as a feature had the pictures on our 
Konnarock Mission—‘Beyond Whitetop”. The Juniors. 
are not only “giving money” to our Objective, they are 
learning about the work of our Church first. 


NOTICE 
A Correction 


Through an error last month in the Review 
the suggested Junior quotas for Konnarock were 
incorrectly given. The amounts were listed in 
cents instead of dollars as they should have been. 
Here is the correct list of quotas for each State 
and Synodical League. The budgeted amount of 
the ambulance is $1500. 
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The Review is a link to the League and the Church. 
What do you say? 
A Renewal is a good answer. 
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NO MONEY FOR ICE CREAM 


(By Rev. Martin Schroeder, D.D., Pastor, 


St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


Bloomfield, Nebraska) 


ning her wedding. Everybody knew the Church 

would not hold all the friends, who would attend 
the sacred rite; therefore, the reception that was to 
follow in the little school-house had to be considered very 
carefully as to cost. Weeks before her mother said that 
although the small grain crops had failed, if the corn 
stood up, they could serve ice cream. 

The wedding day came, but there was no ice cream, 
just plain coffee and cake. The corn crop failed again. 
It had failed the year before. For ten years the best 
yield had been half a crop. In some years, there was 
no harvest at all. 

But on the Sunday after the wedding the pastor 
displayed before the congregation and handed to the 
treasurer, ten cancelled notes for $100 each, that had 
just come in the mail from the Board of American 
Missions. 

No money for ice cream on a joyous occasion, but 
$1000 for paying a debt in extremely difficult times. 

“How did they do it?” has been asked many times. 
It is a very simple story, and only because of persistent 
curiosity has modesty been put aside to give this ac- 
count. 

In 1931, after a string of five short crops (and also 
the crash of 1929) the fields were left bare of every 
blade. Grasshoppers and drought did that. The Thanks- 
giving sermon that year was based on Jeremiah 8, 20— 
“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, but we are 
not saved.” 

The next year, 1932, a year of empty bins and gran- 
aries. Livestock had diminished to the vanishing point 
for lack of feed. The farmers’ source of income was 
gone. 


Tire the Luther League President, was plan- 


The Bucket Was Empty 


The congregation, known for its punctuality in 


paying current bills, began lagging financially. There 
seemed to be no other way out except to release the 
pastor to some other field of work and lock the Church 
door. Judging the future by the appearance of the 
present, it seemed just as well to throw the key away. 
So the pastor was under the necessity of letting it be 
known that he would consider a call elsewhere. 

By this time the Board of American Missions was 
made aware of what was going on. While on his first 
exhibition trip, (commonly known as a trial sermon) 
the pastor received a telegram from 39 East 35th Street, 
New York, which-read in effect, “Stick! We stand by 


1” 


you! 


So he stuck. The Board stuck, too. For the follow- 


ing ten months the pastor’s salary was. paid—a thousand 
dollars in all until the earth yielded during the new 
season crops enough for the farmer to make the vol- 
untary Church and state relief unnecessary. 

And here begins the story of turning the money 
back into the treasury of the Board of American Mis- 
sions. How could-it be paid back in so. short a‘ time? 
The crop failures were continuing each year. But the 
pastor instilled into his- people a. dislike for debt, in- 


sisting that for the sake of other needy congregations 
the money ought to be repaid. The moral and financial 
obligation was referred to whenever opportunity offered, 


Three months after the last check came from the 
Board, by nip and tuck, the first fifty. dollars went. back 
to the Board’s treasury. The maneuver was repeated 
again and again. Everyone was made debt-conscious— 
particularly through the parish paper. 


The method of bringing the money together was 
merely a combination of different ways for different 
people, grouped in the different auxiliaries, gathering 
drops into one bucket. 


All ways converged upon the one objective—pay- 
ing the debt. For instance, Louise, who could not 
have ice cream for her wedding, collected according to 
her own sweet system and with the assistance of other 
Luther Leaguers. Scanning the Church records from 
beginning to end, she wrote letters upon letters, saw 
young people of the Church during the popular Satur- 
day nights on Main Street, until, by contributions rang- 
ing all the way from twenty-five cents to a dollar, 
and in a few cases exceeding this amount, she could 
hand to the Church treasurer nearly two hundred dol- 
lars. 

Out of the Grain Bins 

But the way that aroused the greatest interest and 
brought in the largest total giving originated with the 
Church council. One of the oldest members, (in fact, 
he is one of the founders of the congregation) hit upon 
the idea of dedicating a portion of each field to the 
Church and turning over whatever that corner might 
produce to help pay the congregational debt. 

The congregation liked the plan, voted in favor of 
it, and went home. The Church council stayed for an 
executive session, and capitalized on the charter mem- 
ber’s idea. The treasurer, none too reassured by past 
experience, suggested that inasmuch as there was a little 
grain in the farmers’ bins right then why not tap that 
supply first? The council liked that idea, and the mem- 
bers buckled for immediate action, hoping that the 
congregation might like it too. 


The congregation did like it. Using the established 
congregational districts as a basis, each councilman 
asked each farmer in his list for as much of the little 
grain he could give. With the pledges all in, trucks 
went out, gathered the grain, and delivered it to the 
elevator. That effort netted nearly half the total obliga- 
tion. ; ‘ 

Five hundred dollars was repaid—in one check! 
And how grateful the congregation was for that. 

For as the summer came and went, so did the 
crops. Literally nothing was harvested again that year. 
But spurred by evidences of appreciation on the part 
of the Board, the congregation’s spirit to conquer never 
gave way. The only thing the congregation did ‘gather 
that year .were the cancelled notes from the treasurer 
of the Board of American Missions, and: for this grati- 
tude abounded and. abounds. fe 
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The congregation, living under trying circum- 
stances, could hardly accept the fact of the payment of 
the debt as a reality, were it not for the legend on the 
cancelled notes—“Paid in full.” 


The secret, however, rests, under God’s blessing, 
simply in appreciating the value of little drops gathered 
into one bucket. The saying, “Just a drop in a bucket,” 
always meant for this congregation that each drop al- 
ways brought the contents nearer the rim. It was just 
such drops that enabled the Board of American Missions 
to recover the loan and extend help to some other con- 
gregation in need. 


As this is being written, there is again drought and 
grasshoppers—also this year, anthrax among cattle, 
and sleeping sickness among horses. In the midst of 
this, the Church is being tested again to prove the ex- 
istence of the greater values that remains—though every 


farmer were to live the life of Job. 
—Ecclesia Plantanda 


CHRISTIAN PSYCHIATRY AT WORK 


Rev. C. A. Pellett, Tacoma, Washington, Records Its Apprecia- 
tion in Certain Cases. 

We are told that when Beethoven was a boy he 
teased his father by playing an unfinished chord at 
night after his father had retired. That chord so 
haunted him that he would have to get up and com- 
plete it. The life of those “who are not very wise, a 
little mad, ‘possessed,’ ‘unlovely’,” is an unfinished chord 
which should haunt Christians until it is brought into 
harmony with God. 


In Tacoma, we are fortunate to have an arm of the 
Lutheran Church extending into this harvest of unfor- 
tunates through the Lutheran Welfare Society or Inner 
Mission Society, with the sure gospél of Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified. How they hunger for that simple 
catechetical teaching of the way of salvation as good 
old Luther would have it! 


Following are abbreviated examples of the type 
of work being done by a psychic, somatic and spiritual 
application: 

(1) A visit to an insanitary one-room shack 
which, over a period of years, had accumulated a thick, 
sticky mixture of dirt and grease on furniture and walls. 
In bed was a feeble old man, bewhiskered and unwashed, 
covered with filthy old quilts. 


He looked up at the visitor with an interrogating 
expression. The reason for the visit was explained. He 
was kindly urged to be hospitalized but would not con- 
sent. He was stubborn and determined. His son was 
informed of the situation by correspondence. He im- 
mediately arranged to take his father to his own home. 
Thus the problem was solved. 


(2) Word was left at the office to call ata certain 
‘apartment. Approached cautiously and. rapped on the 
door. “After a short pause a faint voice was heard 
jfrom within as one awakening from sleep. Woman 
jcame to the door and gave invitation to enter. She 
eapiccnte of being ill and staggered -back.to bed. 
{Lifted the curtains for the room was dark. Discovered 
hat woman was intoxicated. Remained to hear her 


story. 
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She remarked about her loneliness and that no one 
was interested in her except for her sex and to make 
her drunk. 

Knowing that real conversions have _ resulted 
through the hearing of the gospel while the mind is 
relaxed by the influence of liquor, the message, apply- 
ing to her confession and condition was briefly given. 


(3) A case of the subconscious where active imps 
were Once expelled but re-entered and took possession 
with double force. They overcame the will power and 
enforced their wishes on the conscience. The victim 
felt pursued and watched, suspected and plotted against. 
Held a superior importance and saw in social order 
nothing but degradation. Had majestic dreams. Had 
religious convictions of divine inspiration. Not con- 
scious of own condition. 

Treated by analysis and suggestion such as adjust- 
ment by submission to obstacles which cannot be dom- 
inated; adjustment by sublimation toward God and 
such interests in life that are wholesome, etc. 

Extremely grateful for friendly consultation. A 
month later noticeable changes revealed more peace of 
mind and social adjustment. 


(4) Case of Mr. C. (hospital visit): Entering the 
ward, a loud voice was heard from a remote corner 
stating, “Here is a man who will pray for you!” Sitting 
on the bed with an old man was an orderly trying to 
console the 90-year-old senior in spiritual matters. 
Greatly relieved by the appearance of the visitor, the 
attendant retreated for lesser responsible obligations. 

The old gentleman, a beautiful picture of age, was 
totally blind, but keen of hearing. His soul of long 
Christian experience was calling for someone to pray 
for him. Taking a sitting position beside him on the 
bed, the worker read Scripture at length and offered 
a prayer. As the service went along his hoary head 
was bowed and occasionally tears were wiped away. 

Grateful for the spiritual comfort, he declared that 
no one came to see him. He mentioned two daughters 
living in Tacoma but neither cared to visit him. 

After a few parting words, attention was given to 
others in the ward. About five minutes had passed 
when again the aged sire called for prayer. This time a 
bed patient near him summoned the visitor, saying, 
“He is calling for you again.” 

Oh, the depth of loneliness that despairs forgotten 
souls. This time, with more fervor, supplication was. 
made for him. Age wept, extended a grateful hand and 


reposed his faith in God. 


(5) Consultation with young folks gives cause for 
alarm over increasing immorality. Schools and secular 
agencies have sought a remedy through science, philos- 
ophy, behaviorism and more education. They know the 
remedy but fail to apply it, ever searching in vain for 
something better. Without Christ they can do nothing- 
Is_it ever going to be considered that homes are largely 
responsible for the demoralizing conditions? Is it ever 
going to be recognized that the youth who weather 
these storms with virgin quality must come from Chris- 
tian homes? Is it ever going to be realized that parents 
and would-be moral teachers must put on Christ and 
keep themselves unspotted from the world if the youths 
are to be saved? This isa hard saying, but it is: most 
true. Let us not be unaware of our social sins. 
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Tercentenary of Lutheranism In America 


This month the Lutherans of America will observe 
the 300th Anniversary of the introduction of Lutheran- 
ism to America. As official representatives 
Sweden, the fatherland of the first Lutheran settlers, 
will come Crown Prince Gustav Adolph and Bishop 
Edward Rodhe to take part in special activities at 
Wilmington, Delaware, June 27, and in Philadelphia, 
June 28 and 29. 

A monument as a special gift of the Swedish peo- 
ple to America will be dedicated by the Crown Prince. 
‘The monument is being shipped to this country and 
will be placed at The Rocks, near Wilmington, where 
the Swedes first set foot on American soil. 

In a day of profound unrest, characterized by what 
many fear is a trend toward the paganization of the 
world, it is a wholesome experience to look backward 
through the earliest annals of our nation’s history, to 
tTe-examine and to re-evaluate the faith of our fathers. 

A modern and restless generation scorns the past. 
Proclaiming the futility of retrospection, it lends cred- 
ence to Hegel’s repeated declaration that man’s. re- 
fusal to learn or be guided by experience is the only 
lesson of history. But the year 1938 brings an anni- 
versary of such importance, particularly to Lutherans 
of America, that attention must be directed backward 
to acknowledge the beginning of a unique and signif- 
icant influence in this nation’s life. Thus, in observing 
the tercentenary of the landing of the Swedes on the 
Delaware, may the message of those courageous men 
and women, among the first to face the unknowable 
destiny of a new land, impress every heart and mind. 

Just what is that message? It is, of course, a 
message of courage, self-reliance, hopefulness, strength, 
but fundamentally it is an unqualified declaration of the 
need of faith in Almighty God—a God Who guides and 
directs. the destinies of His children. 

Turn the pages of the documents chronicling that 
early settlement and one thing becomes strikingly evi- 
dent—the primary concern of those men and women 
was to maintain the integrity of their faith, and more— 
to transmit the revealed Word of God to all with whom 
they might associate. William Penn is credited with 
establishing friendly relations with the Indians, but it 
would be more accurate to acknowledge the achieve- 


from 


ment of the Swedes who preceded Penn by nearly fifty 
years. They regarded the Indians as friends and neigh- 
bors. That they might also worship together one of 
the Swedes, John Campanius, translated Luther’s 
Catechism into the Indian’s native language, and went 
among them teaching the love and glory of God. 


Tercentenary Hymn 
NEW SWEDEN COLONY 
1638-1938 


God, whose will brought forth creation, 
And fashioned every land and nation, 
Thrice-holy God who ruleth all— 
We Thy children come before Thee, 
We bow to worship and adore Thee, 
In faith upon Thy Name we call. 

To Thee our hymns we sing, 

Our hearts’ devotion bring, 

Heavenly Father, 

Thy truth and grace have sought our race, 
Revealed to us Thy loving face. 


Pilgrims from the distant ages 

Now speak to us from hallowed pages, 
Their spirits with our own commune. 
Mortal men through faith victorious, 
In love attained to sainthood glorious, 
To living hope our hearts attune. 

By Thine own Spirit fired, 

Their ardent voices choired 

Psalms and anthems 

To Thee, O God, their fathers’ God, 
Eternal, holy, gracious God. 


“God, Thy temple Thou art raising, 
Where fervent lips Thy Name are praising, 
Thy glory deigns with men to dwell 
We behold fulfillment nearing ; 
Where’er a spire Thy sons are rearing 
And songs of high thanksgiving swell. 
O Holy Trinity, * 

We dedicate to Thee 

This Thy dwelling, 

A temple fair, our home of prayer, 
Where we may know Thy loving care.’ 


Holy Flame on altar burning, 
Enkindle Thou celestial yearning, 
And heaven’s guidance e’er impart. 
Light of light, from God proceeding, 
We yield unta the Spirit’s pleading ; 
O come and dwell in every heart! 
According to Thy Word, 

Let come to us, O Lord, 

Now the Kingdom 

Where all shall sing and homage bring 
To ‘hee, our Saviour and our King. 


*Holy Trinity, the name of the first Swedish Church built on the 
banks of the Delaware. 
(Melody of ‘‘Wachet Auf,” No. 


Nei 3 in S ke Psalter. 
Ne age ee Sa ey AL DBE ae cON 


Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
White Plains, New York 


314 in Augustana Hymnal; 
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“Enduring social transformation is impossible of 
realization without changed!) human hearts. It is time 
to hold aloft a compelling ideal. The religious leaders 
are dealing with forces even more powerful than those 
dealt with by scientists or the economists. When re- 
ligious leaders have a fiery, yet clear understanding of 
this, they will, by working on the human heart, so 
balance the message of the ecommerce and the scientist 


that we will yet be saved from ruin.’ 
—SECRETARY HENRY A. WALLACE 


“We have reached a point in American life where 
the maintenance of educational liberty can no longer 
be taken for granted. All over: the country, schools 
are attacked by highly prganized’ and well-financed 
minorities that seek to browbeat legislatures, the Gon- 


gress of the United States, school boards, and teachers. 
The previous values of liberty and scientific inquiry are 
threatened with extinction, and with them the prin- 
ciples upon which democratic government rests. 

—From an Address before the Department 


of Superintendence, St. Louis, Mo., Feb- 
ruary 25, 1936, by Charles A. Beard 


Luther League Topics For July, 1938 


3—Patriotic Program 

10—“Hitler and the Church” 

17—“Threats To Our Liberty” 

24—“Shall We Look to the Church’or State?” 
* 31—“Wheels Within Wheels” 
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ANOTHER FLASRF! 


In the April issue of the Review we learned that 


YOUR DUES 
! 
~- 


The Appropriation from the United 
Lutheran Church 


X 


Your loyalty in subscriptions to the Sustaining 
Membership Fund 


The total income to meet the budget of the 
Luther League of America 


In our last Flash we dwelt on Contributing Mem- 
berships. In this edition we will endeavor to stress 
another type of membership—one of the members of 
the third class. 


ALUMNI MEMBERSHIP 

This membership is secured by the payment of 
$5.00 or more and may be subscribed to by former 
Leaguers who wish to pay more than the $1.00 Con- 
tributing Membership. We would like to hear from 
more of our alumni. To get word to these alumni it 
will be necessary for our active Leaguers to talk it up 
to friends who have been Leaguers. 

An article, written by a Virginia Leaguer, ap- 
peared in the Virginia Lutheran. We appreciated their 
cooperation so much and feel that the article is so good 
that we publish it in this Flash. 


The Virginia Sustaining Membership Fund 

“Do you realize that the church is the one organiza- 
tion whose dues are requested and not demanded? 

“Have you stopped to think that there are no 
membership initiation fees, no mandatory dues attached 
to church membership? 

“Do you know that the dues requested of mem- 
bers and the appropriations of the United Lutheran 
Church in America pay for only 80 per cent of the 
work now being done? 

“Have you considered that voluntary gifts over and 
above the average amount paid by the church member 
take care of the other 20 per cent of the work? 

“Do you realize that the Sustaining Membership 
of $5.00, the Contributing Membership of $1.00 and the 
Alumni Membership of $5 to $100 are your opportunity 
for forwarding the message and teaching of Christ... 
forwarding, a’ program of Education, ‘Missions, and 
Life Service?” 

We hope that you pick up the gist of the above 
and send your membership money to Luther League 
Headquarters at 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

WILLIAM H. PATRICK, JR., Chairman 
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Financial Reports 


The contributions to the Konnarock Medical Cen- 
ter Project continue to pour into the Fund. Rocky 
Mountain, Iilinois and New Jersey join Florida and 
Michigan in meeting their quotas. 


Thanks to Michigan for having paid their dues 


quota. Let’s go! on the Sustaining Membership Fund. 
DUES REPORT 
May 5, 1938 
Senior Intermediate 

League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
Northern California ..... $32.00 $8.00 
Southern California ..... 85.75 42.90 $5.00 $2.50 
Columbia District 26.75 
Connecticut ...... 48.25 10.40 
Wloridas Greets cisiersveiare ere. 22.50 3.80 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 86.00 $43.00 12.60 6.30: 
IMRT GAS SRG SD0O0000 230.75 25.00 35.00 
Windia na erectsie''s cisieiereisiersite 91.75 50.00 9.20 
Bm LOWY rereiciatec cictclecuhaleiais 71.00 71.00 17.80 17.80 
IRanisasietemiecciecistaistelersterere 99.00 9.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee ..... 41.25 10.31 4.20 1.05 
1—Maryland ..... afeater aye] » 314.75 314.75 45.50 45.50 
4—Michigan ............ 48.00 56.75 6.90 6.90 
(Mad wes tomiecstcieie(e asstetels eicie., 59.00 14.75 
Mintiesotars astciaicrs ciel ve tiers (« 70.40 17.70 12.50 3.13 
Mississippi Sees cisieinsieiicicliece 11.00 2.25 
INebraskaiy (eiclsic cielcis-selere 69.25 7.80 
New Jersey 108.75 75.00 20.10 
New *Yiork) iacnac 485.00 121.25 116.30 29.08 
North Carolina $51.50 137.88 61.90 15.48 
ObiomPeectestiesiaciers cicicteisice 331.25 110.40 26.50 8.84 
Pacific Northwest ....... 31.25 20.00 4.50 4.50 
Pennsylvania) cice'c/olnveleicie ele 2,142.00 892.50 200.80 100.40 
2—Rocky Mountain 5 20.00 20.00 -80 .80 
South Carolina ...... en oOe-00 278.05 30.60 21.95 
Texas 87.50 7.70 
Waiepitky 9 Ga Aaagbocobocodd 373.75 93.44 19.40 4.85 
West Virginia ......... A 58.50 30.25 4.00 
WISCONSIN Meciere/eielele vente /o 49.50 24.75 11.80 5.90 

$6,008.40 $2,459.93 $684.60 $274.98 


MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT 


May 5, 1938 . 
Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Northern California ...... $50.00 $ 3.00 
Southern California ...... 148.00 18.85 
Columbia District ........ 67.00 
Connecticut ....seccceceee 84.00 
1—Florida oc saecnccees 39.00 18.38 $ 28.38 : 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 137.00 76.11 127 4.85 
4—TIMnGish Ba) -\ae:setsiei cio slo 398.00 398.00 
Indiana << -ccccccccccts se» 134.00 51.75 
Towa cescccsce aisisiviers cin sien LOacOO 15.15 1.00 
Kansas iimsisisiet sicieis eseos 200,00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 83.00 5 ‘ 
Marylandioessnceccsscusme 921,00 276.22 23.00 3.50: 
2—Michigan ...--eeeeeee 60.00 101.42 4.90 50 
Mid-West — ..ccecccececee 113.00 11.15 
Minnesota ...cccsccceseee 120.00 55.93 
Mississippi ....ceesceoees 22.00 5.30 
Nebraska ......06> 217.00 20.00 
5—New hiked f 221.00 209.36 7.00 22.10 
New Yor Bits 835.00 143.62 5.00 
North Carolina 961.00 236.42 60.36 10.00: 
OLION sartastres Pity 559.00 439.25 5.00 11.00 
Pacific Northwest 50.00 29.25 3.00 
Pennsylvania ...... 4,053.00 631.77 2.00 4.00 
3—Rocky Mountain 35.00 35.86 2.00 
South Carolina ... 729.00 217.35 29.10 2.00 
Texas) .pileisiete's 95.00 28.45 9.55 
Virginia ...... 639.00 6.50 1.00 
West Virginia ... 140.00 25.00 16.00 
Wisconsin ...c.0see nureee 89.00 
Intermediate Rally (Spg) 14.00 
qenor Rally (Spe | teeeee 8.00 
iret. doce bs, innipeg.... 3.00 
First English, Billings... 10.00 
Canadaeccs ciieictens steteleverseres 4.60 
$10,921.00 $3,067.09 $209.45 $85.10 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 
January 1st to April 30th, 1938 


Alumni 
Total Gift 

League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’l 
Northern California $25.00 
Southern California 60.00 $5.00 $5.00 
Columbia District . 20.00 
Connecticut) ....... 35.00 6.00 $5.00 1.00 
Florida ..... parelele 20.00 5.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama . 60.00 13.00 10.00 3.00 
BIIiHOIS! Mstelesiereniererou 1D O00 16.00 6.00 $10.00 
Indiana .......... 65.00 17.00 10.00 2.00 5.00 
Rowaiciselcieieicetctevers 50.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
MCarisas spaistiicels ais 70.00 10.00 10.00 
Kentucky-Tenn. .. 30.00 
Maryland .... 215.00 77.00 60.00 17.00 
Michigan 35.00 15.00 15.00 
Midwest .... 40.00 
Minnesota 50.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Mississippi ....... 10.00 
aNebraskaaeiac« 3 55.00 15.00 15.00 
1—New Jersey ... 75.00 113.00 55.00 48.00 10.00 
iNew, Work) vesisie no) GAH) 143.00 80.00 38.00 25.00 
North Carolina ... 370.00 44.00 20.00 4.00 20.00 
MOION eidee nse eee 225.00 32.00 25.00 2.00 5.00 
Pacific Northwest . 25.00 15.00 5.00 10.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,435.00 472.00 223.00 119.00 130.00 
Rocky Mountain . 15.00 
South Carolina ... 245.00 58.00 35.00 13.00 10.00 
WS CS nooucaagons 60.00 47.38 25.00 12.38 10.00 
Virginia eis sinetetote ns 250.00 74.00 40.00 19.00 15.00 
West Virginia ... 40.00 5.00 5.00 
Wisconsinin ws. «ccs 35.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 


Kanada, stinstesriere 8.00 5.00 3.00 


$1,214.38 $663.00 $301.38 $250. 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


March, 1938 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 5 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT, total 2 
Trinity Luther League, Hartford 
FLORIDA, total 1 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 5 
Holy Trinity Senior Luther League, Springfield 
ILLINOIS, total 4 
Miss Catherine Eberl 
Nels Jensen 
INDIANA, total 3 
Miss Lodema Wener 
St. John’s Luther League, Napoleon 
IOWA, total 6 
Trinity Luther League, Burlington 
Miss Arlene Lundell 
KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 17 
Miss Gertrude F. Kluge 
Zion Luther League, Washington 
Incarnation Intermediate Luther League, Washington 
Luther Place Memorial Luther League, Washington 
Rev. A. J. Traver, D.D 
Mrs. A. J. Traver 
MICHIGAN, total 2 
Hope Senior Luther League, Detroit 
Southwest District of the Michigan Synod Luther League 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA, total 3 
Faith Senior Luther League, St. Paul 
Charles Morscheck 
Miss Fern Warner 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA. total 3 
NEW JERSEY, total 61 
Nicholas Friday 
Miss Elsie Sandstedt 
Emanuel Senior Luther League, New Brunswick 
Emanuel Intermediate Luther League, New Brunswick 
Miss Frances Mildred Whitaker, Memorialized by Good 
Shepherd Luther League, Weehawken 
Our Saviour Junior Luther League, Jersey City 
Miss Met Frederickson, by Our Saviour: Luther League, 
Jersey City 
Miss Lillian Luscher 
‘George Cooper 
Miss Anna Hetzer 


Norman: Morris 
Miss Anna Sieben 


00 
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Miss Edna_ Stadel 
John H. Rugge 
Robert Eckho: 


NEW YORK, total 35 


Miss Edna L. Springborn 

Arthur Knobloch 

Daniel L. Lehmann 

Long Island District Luther League 

Christ Senior Luther League, Floral Park 

Rev. Paul E. Schmidt | Fins f 

Mrs. Theodore G. Hartwig, Memorialized by Epiphany Luther 
League, Brooklyn 

Brooklyn District Intermediate Luther League 

St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, Brooklyn 

Henry Durk, by Zion Luther League, Niagara Falls 

Miss Ruth Sibbert 

Miss Louise Henke 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 9 


Mrs. Harry Uzzell 
Miss Kathryn Bolick 


OHIO, tctal 7 5 


‘Miss Ada Showers, by St. John’s Luther League, Stovertown 
Bethel Luther League, Springfield 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 3 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Olsen, by Central Intermediate Luther 
League, Seattle 
J. E. F. Nordahl, by Central Senior Luther League, Seattle 


PENNSYLVANIA, total 142 


Christ Junior Luther League, Shrewsbury 
Rev. Herbert G. Kline 
Nelson H. Trumpeter, by Redeemer Senior Luther League, 


Monaca 
Mrs. Grayce Miller 
Apostle’s Senior Luther League, Philadelphia 
Christ Junior Luther League, Stone Church 
Miss Kathryn Ruth 
Walter W. Rickert 
Miss Jeannette N. Smith 
Miss Edna Keppel 
Henry R. Carickner 
St. Peter’s Intermediate Luther League, Pittston 
St. James Senior Luther League, Reading 
Norman E. Roper \ 
William A. Mull 
Zion Junior Luther League, Olney, Philadelphia 
Rev. Charles W. White, D.D., by Junior Luther League, 
Orphans’ Home, Zelienople 
Mrs. Lucille Clouser 
Courtland Agre 
Mrs. A. Jervis 
Charles L. Edwards 
Elwood W. Bartron 
Margaret Ruth Zieger 
Master Herman E. Zieger 
Mrs. J. Chester Crowther 
Trinity Intermediate Luther League, Germantown, Philadelphia 
Mrs) Hi. VE. (Christ 
Messiah Senior Luther League, Homestead Park 
Rev. John A. W. Haas, D.D., LLD., Memorialized by 
Allentown District Luther League 
Dr. Henry W. A. Hanson 
Mrs. Henry W. A. Hanson 
J. Milton Deck 
William E. Pfister 
Rev. John W. Doberstein 
St. Joseph’s Junior Luther League, Allentown 
Miss Miriam Koder 
Miss Alma Koder 
Emanuel Junior Luther League, Bellevue 
St. John’s Luther League, Kutztown 
Claude L. Berger 
Miss Alice B. Leech 
Leroy Moser 
Christ Senior Luther League, Wilkes-Barre 
Miss Lena Ahrendts 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 14 
Mrs. T. W. I{nfinger 
Miss Effie Mae Vogel, by Woman's Memorial Luther League 
Spartanburg 
Redeemer Intermediate Luther League, Newberry 
Newberry District Luther League 
Lexington District Luther League 
Pisgah Luther League, Lexington 
Miss Dorothy Robb 
Miss Ethel Hockenmeyer 
TEXAS, total 4 : 
Mrs. V. Albert, by First Intermediate Luther League, Galveston 
VIRGINIA, total 17 
Holy Trinity Luther League, J.ynehburg 
¥F. C. -Hamer 
Miss Virginia E. McDaniel 
Miss Marie K. McDaniel 
Mrs. Ruth Myers 
A. W. Bischoff 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 1 
First Luther League, Parkersburg 
WISCONSIN, total 1 
CANADA, total 3 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


April, 1938 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 5 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT, total 2 
FLORIDA, total 1 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 5 
ILLINOIS, total 8 

Rev. Rudolph G. Schulz, Jr. 

Mrs. Rudolph G. Schulz, Jr. 

Philip |Hay Schulz 

Stephen John Schulz 
INDIANA, total 5 


Mrs. Harry Emrick 
St. Thomas Luther League, Brookville 


IOWA, total 6 

KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 29 


Waynesboro Senior Luther League, Waynesboro 
Frederick Senior Luther League, Frederick 
Miss Eleanor Goedeke 
Clarence S. Inglis 

J. H. Hooper 

Richard Ackler 

L. Beard Miller 

Thomas Albaugh 

F. Wm. Schmitt 

Miss Frances Ahalt 

Miss Ruth Blackburn 

St. Mark’s Luther League, 


MICHIGAN, total 2 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA, total 3 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA, total 3 
NEW JERSEY, total 61 
NEW YORK, total 55 


Dorothy Dahlberg 
Eugene Wicks 

Robert Wilson 

Roy Dahlberg 

William Deitz 

Mrs. C. H. Thompson 
Miss Julienne Lehmann 
Miss Marie Lehmann 
Clarence C. Dittmer 
Mrs. Marie E. Dittmer 
Clarence Paul Dittmer 
Luther Albert Dittmer 
Miss Anna J. Haller 
Dr. J. G. Traver 
Charles Becker 

Carl Schmidt 

Miss Genevieve Bates 
Richard Hoffman 

Mrs. Arnold F. Keller 
Rev. Arnold F. Keller 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 11 

St. Mark’s Senior Luther League, China Grove 

C. M. Simpson, by St. Mark’s Senior Luther League, Charlotte 
OHIO, total 9 


St. James Junior Luther League, Cleveland 
First Junior Luther League, Beach City 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 3 


Washington 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
’ Mrs. E. M. Grove 
Rev. Frank S. Kuntz, by Apostle’s Junior Luther League, 


Philadelphia 
St. Thomas Luther League, Hooversville 
Dinkey Memorial Luther League, Ashfield 
Earle Hoffman 
Miss Nellie News 
Robert Ireland 
Miss ae Taylor 
Miss Ella T. B hateted 
Miss Evelyn Spitler 
Rev. Wm. G. Day, by Grace Junior Luther League, Red Lion 
Miss Ruth E. Beyer 
Memorial Senior Luther League, Pittsburgh 
Emanuel Senior Luther League, Pittsburgh 
Emanuel Senior Luther League, Bellevue 
Emanuel Intermediate Luther League, Bellevue 
Miss Myrtle Geib 
D. C. Hill 
Miss Rose Heurich 
Miss Elizabeth Forman 
Miss Irene Heim 
Miss A. Elizabeth Bowman 
Miss Anna K. Coup 
Miss Mary E. Heil 
Rev. Carl F. seats by Nativity Luther League, Chester 
Mrs. S. S. Rupp 
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Rev. Robert H. Gearhart, Jr. 
Rev. Paul W. Dieckman, by Redemption Luther League, 
Rhawnhurst, Philadelphia 
Mrs. Harold Woodring, Memorialized by St. 
League, Catasauqua 
Harold . Donges 
Mrs. Harold W. Donges 
Zion Intermediate Luther League, Olney, 
J. D. James 
D. A. Kommel 
Mrs. D, A. Kommel 
Miss Ada Margaret Kommel 
Miss Catherine Dentzer 
Miss Helen Haubenstine, by Advocate Senior Luther 
Philadelphia 
Penn-Del District Luther League 
Rev. Harry S. Bowman, by Messiah Luther League, 
Philadelphia 
Rev. Horace Mann 
Miss Dorothy I. Gahring 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 22 
Julius Areheart, Memorialized by Mt. 
New Brookland 
Richland District 
William Werts 
Miss Pearl Stockman 
Miss Elma Jordan 
Miss Estelle Pugh 
Dick Webber 
Miss Vera Clark 
TEXAS, total 19 


Rev. Donald E. Elder, by Redeemer Senior Luther League, 
Houston 

Victoria Senior Luther League, Victoria 

Victoria Junior Luther League, Victoria 

Mrs. George Tomforde 

Miss Marie Miller 

William A. Miller 

Mrs. William A. Miller 

Miss Judith Miller 

Miss Margaret Miller 

Mrs. W. B._ Schrader 

fae Jewel Urban 

A. G. Schroder 

Mrs. A. G. Schroder 

Miss Beatrice Beilstein 

Philadelphia Junior Luther League, Swiss Alps 
VIRGINIA, total 24 


Miss Gladys Hartzell 
Curtis Snider 
Mrs. John Gable 
Mrs. J. C. Stoutamire 
Rader Lhtuer League, Timberville 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Opequon 
Miss Alta Anderson 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 1 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
A. A. Zinck 
CANADA, tctal 4 
St. James Junior Luther League, St. Jacobs 


Paul’s Luther 


Philadelphia 


League, 


Hermon Luther League, 


BOOK REVIEW 


“In Remembrance of Me,” by Fred H. Lindeman, 
The Lutheran Press, 123 pages, price $1.00. 


Words to live must have meaning to life and the 
living. In a sense the words of Jesus fall exclusively 
into that category. But even His words to live must be 
faithfully rehearsed in the thinking and living and 
preaching of those whose lives have been abundantly 
blessed “In Remembrance of Me.” Otherwise, both 
words and lives lie buried beneath the accumulated years 
of forgetfulness and formalism. 


This book of Rey. Lindeman’s was born out of a 
close fellowship with his Lord, and contains twelve 
stimulating Communion messages which “were pre- 
pared and delivered in the course of a year with the 
needs of a particular congregation in mind.” The Sac- 
ramental words of Jesus are interpreted with such real- 
ism by the author that even a reader of them becomes 
lost in the quiet and quickening Presence of his Sav- 
iour Friend. How must they have sounded to listening 
ears and preparing hearts! 
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La Memoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 


not wholly. 


What He has given; 
They live on earth 


in thought and deed, 
as truly 


As in His Heaven 
— Whittier 


—_ 
— 


i! 


MCemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Miss Frances Mildred Whitaker 
Memorialized by Good Shepherd Luther League, Weehawken 


Mrs. Theodore G. Hartwig 
Memorialized by Epiphany Luther League, Brooklyn 


Rev. John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D. 
Memorialized by Allentown District Luther League 


Julius Areheart 
Memorialized by Mt. Hermon Luther League, New Brookland 


Mrs. Harold Woodring 
Memorialized by St. Paul’s Luther League, Catasauqua 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


CANADA 


This year the Canada Synod will conduct its third annual 
Lutheran Boys’ Camp the last two weeks in July, at Fisher’s Glen. 
This camp is for boys of Intermediate Luther League age and 
serves the parishes of Ontario, Canada. 


The camp was organized three years ago as a start_to an 
all-round Lutheran Camp. The camp held each year at Fisher’s 
Glen, has enjoyed fine success. Its program consists of athletics, 
aquatics, nature study, Bible study, camp-fire programs, etc. The 
best of leadership in the Canada Synod has been secured to conduct 
the camp. Ernest Berner, a former president of the Luther League 
of Canada, is camp director. Other directors include: John Lauman, 
President of the Luther League of Canada; Norman Berner, Vice- 
President; and Lloyd H. Brennan, Superintendent of the largest and 
most active Intermediate Luther League in Ontario. 


While the camp is a synodical project the Luther League of 
Canada played a large part in its organization and provided much 
of the leadership as it still does. In addition to this the Luther 
League of Canada is raising a fund toward the purchase of a 
permanent site. It is hoped that in the near future the Canada 
Synod will be able to conduct a camp for all groups in the Church 
—boys, girls, young people, family groups, and leadership training. 

The camp directorate invites Luther Leaguers to visit the 
Canadian Lutheran Boy’s Camp this summer. While each day has 
an interesting program, for visitors we suggest attendance on 


Sunday, July 24th, when an inspirational Church service will be 
conducted on the camp lawn in the morning and a hymn _ sing 
camp-fire service at night. Fisher’s Glen is eight miles south of 


The Canadian campers will 


ERNEST BERNER 


Simcoe on Highway No. 3, in Ontario. 
welcome you. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Have You Been to Johnstown? 


Well, it’s the scene of the Luther League of Pennsylvania’s 
45th Anniversary Convention, and is portrayed in a 15-minute 
motion picture prepared by Johnstown District Luther League. 


Any District wishing to show this picture may make _arrange- 
ments with Johnstown District through Miss Florence Freeman, 
Publicity Chairman, 219 South Street, Johnstown, Pa. Get your 
request in early—it is a 16-millimeter film and portrays the con- 
vention Church,. hotel, convention speakers and other convention 
highlights of interest to all Leaguers. 


Don’t forget the convention dates—July 12th to 15th, in First 
Lutheran Church, Johnstown, Pa. We hope to have fuller details 
for you by the date this reaches you. : 


Pennsylvania “On the Air” E 


Through the courtesy of Radio Station KYW, Philadelphia, 
the Luther League of Pennsylvania, through its Publicity Depart- 
ment, was granted an opportunity of presenting a program cover- 
ing the Life Service Day appeal. Rev. G. H. Bechtold, Executive 
Secretary of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania’s Inner Mission Board 
was the speaker. Time allotted was only 15 minutes the morning 
of May first, but the program was such as was of general interest 
to the radio audience at large in addition to. the many Luther 
Leaguers who tuned in. 


Pennsylvania ‘‘Convention Publicity and District 
Paper Competitions” 


Any Districts that do not have their Convention publicity ideas 
in by now are too late. ; 

This is final notice to Districts wishing to enter their District 
paper in the Pennsylvania District finals for the 1938 Publicity 
awards to be made to Gold Star, Silver Star, and Red Star Publica- 
tions. Three complete sets of each District paper entered must be 
in the State Chairman’s hands by return mail, September 1937 >to 
June 1938. 


With Pennsylvania’s Districts 


Allentown District presents a challenge to other Districts! How 
many other District Luther Leagues can boast of a sufficient num- 
ber of publications edited by local Leagues to warrant establish- 
ment of a_ District Publication Exchange? 

There is a National Exchange, a Pennsylvania State Exchange, 
but Allentown is the first District to start an exchange for local 
League papers published inside its own District. Any other Dis- 
tricts able to make such a report please write the State Chairman. 

As to the District banquet held May 2nd, as we write this 
a definite report cannot be given. Your chairman hopes to be 
present so will promise a fuller report next time. 

Altoona District. We take pleasure in welcoming Altoona 
back to the fold of news contributors! The District’s new  publi- 
cation, the ‘Altoona District Crier,’ is a four-page mimeographed 
sheet edited by Arthur Lukens, Jr. It carries quite a volume of 
local League news and also includes a list of Leagues who .report 
an increased membership under the Extension Department’s pro- 
gram to increase 25%. One League, Bethany, Altoona (Intermedi- 
ate), reports a 100% membership increase. 

Berks District. The theme _of the District’s Spring Conven- 
tion was “Living With Christ For Man.” Sessions were held in 
St. James Lutheran Church, Reading, with Dr. Russell F. Snyder, 
of the Mt. Airy Seminary as the principal speaker on the conven- 
tion theme. Sessions opened at 2:30 P. M., with Rev. David F. 
Longacre, pastor of St. Johns, Boyertown, as the Convention Chap- 
lain. The date was April 23rd. Many other District activities to 
report but they’ll be covered next issue. 

B-M-C District held its Spring Convention in Conshohocken 
April 23rd. No details have been furnished so we can give you 
nothing more at this writing than the date on which the convention 
was held. 

Erie District breaks into the news for the first time in many 
months. A new Publicity Chairman is “‘on the job,” ‘Chas. E. 
Kappelt, and one of his first steps was to submit an imposing array 
of local League papers from Erie. Keep it up, Erie—you’ll be 
givine Allentown a close race yet! 

Northeast District. The annual Spring Rally of the District 
was held on May 2nd, in St. Peter’s, Scranton. The speaker was 
Rev. F. A. Shearer, of East Mauch Chunk, on the topic, ‘“—By the 
Company We Keep—.” 

Philadelphia District celebrated its 45th Anniversary Conven- 
tion in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Elkins Park, Saturday, May 7. 

The District also has something unique in District publicity 
efforts, namely, a special Bulletin edited by the Educational De- 
partment in the interests of better Devotional and Topics.. Earl 

Davis is Educational Secretary for the District and very much 
on the job. Any other Districts having such a Bulletin please 
advise your State Chairman. : ; 

Pittsburgh District has al new editor for its P. D. L. L. Bulle- 
tin in the person of Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, well known to all Penn- 
sylvania Leaguers as State Intermediate Chairman. The recent issue 
contains an abundance of news concerning Branch and_ Local 
League activities, also a report on the visit of ‘Uncle’ Charley 
Fuhr to Philadelphia for the Junior Conference and an item’ about 
Branch No. 3 having ‘Picnics a la Snow.’’ Tell. us more of it! 

Penn-Del District held its first annual banquet Wednesday, 
April 20th, with Rev. Paul M. Kinports as the speaker and Wm. 
H. Kirkpatrick as toastmaster. On May 29th the District will motor 
to Tabor Home in Doylestown and conduct a devotional service at 
the home. = 

Ridgway District is encouraging its members to ‘attend the 
Johnstown Convention and enter the State Publicity competition. 
pbs District publication is “‘The Commentator,” edited by. George 

eyer. 

Upper Lehigh Valley District reports a new _ editor for its 
“Meow,.’” in the person of Miss Ruth Berger, of Palmerton:. The 
April Rally of the. District was held in Holy. Trinity, Palmerton, 
with Mrs. Ralph Sell, returned missionary from China, as the 
speaker. 
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York District. A most successful concert was sponsored by the 
District, Tuesday, April 5th, with the male chorus of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, as the feature. A complete 
newspaper report of a recent District Executive Committee indi- 
cates that, as usual, York is very much awake—report of virtually 
every department were most encouraging. The annual faith, fun and 
oa conference was held April 26th, in St. Peter’s Church, North 

ork. 


And—just in case you haven’t your copies as yet, Pennsyl- 
vania edits its own Publicity literature. It’s yours for the asking 
while the limited supply lasts. And—if you desire to join our State 
Publication Exchange, write the State Publicity Chairman. 


MARVIN H.ECKARDT, Publicity Chairman 
63 E. Hortter St., Mt. Airy, Philadelphia 


NEW YORK 


Ho hum! (Yawn, yawn). Boy, that sure was a swell conven- 
tion we had at Syracuse for the last week-end. The speakers were 
excellent, the ‘‘Workshop’’ was most educational, the Historic 
Tour and the Roof Garden Party great fun, and the business ses- 
sions interesting and profitable. Yes sir, the Syracuse Convention 
was the best convention in our State League’s history! 

The above imaginary monologue or what-have-you, expresses 
the thought of every Luther Leaguer who attends the 45th Annual 
Convention of the Luther League of New York State, at Syracuse. 

News from the “Empire State” is scarce this month, Lent has 
cut into the activities of our Districts and their Local Leagues. Well, 
"nuff said concerning this and that, so here goes with the District 


items. 
“That’s all, folks!’ (Page Mickey Mouse!) 


DAVID A. JENSEN, State Publicity Secretary 


Brooklyn District 


showers bring May—flowers and conventions.” All 
Brooklyn Leaguers are anxiously awaiting their respective Con- 
vention days. The Intermediate and Seinor rivalry is keen and 
the smoke is rising from “the fire’ of both Leagues. The Inter- 
mediates are holding their convention at St. John’s, Brooklyn, on 
Sunday, May 8th. The Seniors meet on Saturday, May 2st, at 
St. Stephen’s, Brooklyn. The winner of the District Intermediate 
“Bible Bee” will be introduced to the Senior League convention and 
won't those Seniors sit up and take notice! A 10-point plaque 
is being presented to the Senior League having the best rating 
for the period from September 1937 to the Spring Convention in 
May. The climax of hot rivalry cools off on the ‘Syracuse Special” 
enroute to the 45th State Convention. Yes, cools off except for a 
few relay races down the train aisle, songs, yells, and candid 
camera fans trying to get a real shot of this Intermediate doing 
that or a Senior walking with ‘“‘guess who” or was seen doing 
something in an off moment. 

Leonard Klemann, our District First Vice-President, is being 
enrolled as a ministerial student at Wagner College. We have been 
proudly told “Luther League work has made up my mind for me 
on my life work.’ We agree with ‘“Lenny’’ and our Life Service 
Flag has another star added to its well-filled field. Miss Grace 
Boehling, a former Brooklyn Leaguer, studying at the Baltimore 
Motherhouse, has recently received her title of “Sister Grace.” 
Our best wishes are extended; may it be a fine example for more 
Leaguers to follow. 

May 13th, Friday, finds all Brooklyn Leaguers putting on 
their best stunts, skits, and playlets at Incarnation Church. This 
night has been set for the Annual District Social and the Leagues 
are “chipping in’? with their best dramatic talent (maybe their 
worst, too) for the prize. A plaque will be given for the best skit 
presented: Tickets are in all pockets and laughs are on every 
Leaguer’s mind. Well, here they come, so on with the show! Oh, 
ch, almost forgot to say goodbye and “auf wiedersehn.”’ 


HENRY J. KROOSS 


“April 


Long Island District 


The call for active League work again goes forth after the 
passing of the Lenten Season and certainly the Long Islanders are 
answering it 100%. 

We Long Islanders believe that getting together is an import- 
ant part in League programs. Two of our Leagues, Holy Trinity, 
Hollis, and Christ Church, Rosedale, have Sunday Night Suppers 
after which an interesting question of the day or perhaps a religious 
question is debated. To these suppers all Leaguers are invited. 

Several of the Leagues have been entertaining one another 
at their regular meetings as Christ Church, Freeport, Ascension 
Church, Franklin Square, Resurrection Church, St. Albans, and 
Good Shepherd, South Ozone Park. 7 

- We have also had some delightful times with our Walther 
League friends of the Missouri Synod being entertained and enter- 
taining. A debate is next in line and the question for discussion 
is. ‘Resolved, It Was Easier for Young People to be Christians 
100 Years Ago Than it is Today.” ; 

Also in this month falls our Pinecrest Reunion which is dear 
to every Leaguer of these parts who is a Pinecrester—a function 
very much looked forward to and one which will be reported the 


very next time we go to print. 
M. LEHMANN 


New York City District 


The Golden Anniversary of the New York City District Luther 
League was celebrated at the annual spring convention held on 
April 23rd, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, where the first District 
Convention was held in 1888. Addresses were given by the Honor- 
able E. F. Eilert, first secretary of the N. Y.°C. District Luther 
League; Mr. Andrew Busch, first president of the N. Y. C. District 
Luther League; Mr. William Steinkamp, first vice-president of the 
District League; Rev. F. H. Knubel, president of The United 
Lutheran Church in America and one of the signers of the original 
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constitution of N. Y. C. District Luther League; Rev. B 

Pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church; and Mr. red Hohe ee 
Supper was served after the convention meeting, and a social 

hour followed with Mr. Fred Bohlig as Master of Ceremonies. 


E. LUDWIG 


OHIO 
The State Convention 


_ The Luther League of Ohio will hold its annual convention at 
Miami Valley Chautauqua, near Franklin, Sunday and Monday. 
dante and 13. The eonyention theme, ‘““Anywhere With Jesus,” 
wi ave as a co-scriptural theme, the 23rd Ps 
song, “Anywhere With Jesus.” Scien Gal aaa! 

Each League is asked to design and make its own badge to be 
worn by its delegates and visitors to the Convention. A large repli- 
ca of the badge should be brought to the convention for display. 
Each_ League is entitled to 3 official delegates. 

_ Prominent speakers on the program are: Rey. F. W. Otter- 
bein, D.D., of Chicago, and Rev. Amos J. Traver, D.D., of Fred- 
erick, Md., former Executive Secretary of the Luther League of 
America. 

Following the convention, the delegates are invited to remain 
for the young people’s discussions continued each day through 
Thursday, as a part of the Chautauqua Lutheran Assembly. The 
cost for the entire five-day period, including meals, lodging, and 
recreation, is only $7.60. The cost per day is: Meals, $1.10; lodging, 
50 en and registration for the two-day convention, o-n-l-y 50 
cents. 

Three Leagues in the State are publishing League newspapers. 
These are: “The Beacon,” by St. Luke's, Vouseeowin “Luther 
League Lantern,” by Bethany, Cleveland; and “League Hi-Spots,” 
by First, Lorain. “ 

Central Conference 


A federation of Leagues was organized among the Leagues 
surrounding Ashland, naming Virgil Wertz, Ashland, as president. 
Crawford County’s Third Annual Youth Conference was held 
April 24 at First Church, Crestline, Rev. S. A. Metzger, pastor, 
First Church, Lorain, celebrating its 35th anniversary this 
year, the Luther League, in a contest, set a goal of 35 members 
by Easter. Thirteen new members were added, making a total of 
38 on the ees 
entral Conference Convention, Sunday and Labor Da - 
tember 4 and 5, Lucas, Ohio. [ age as 


Eastern Conference 


i Trinity League, Akron, has madé a point of visiting neighbor- 
ing Leagues at least once every two months. Last League visited 
was Parma, Cleveland. 

City Leagues of Cleveland gave an Amateur Show April 26, 
at Bethany Church on the West Side, and April 27, at St. James 
Church on the East Side. At the last meeting of this Federation, 
Rev. M. D. Shafter stressed the three parts of the League program 
—Missionary, Life Service, and Education. Immediately, the fol- 
lowing volunteered as secretaries for these departments: Missionary, 
Beatrice Kurth, Trinity; Life Service, Doris DeBuc, St. James; 
Education, Ray Albert, Calvary. The next meeting of Cleveland 
Leagues will be hefd at Gloria Dei Church, May 29, 

Rey. Rudolph G. Schulz, President of Carthage College, and 
former Executive Secretary of the Luther League of Ohio, ad- 
dressed the C-Y Federation in meeting at Trinity Church, Salem. 


Western Conference 


Toledo Federation broadcast a program over Station WSPD, 
Toledo, at 4:00 o’clock P. M., Palm Sunday, April 10. 

We congratulate two Western Conference Leaguers who have 
recently been ordained to the Gospel Ministry: Rev. Marvin Seilken, 
Pastor of St. Lucas Church, Toledo; and Rev. William Makley, 
Pastor of the Inner Mission Society, Detroit. , . 


Southern Conference 


First, Miamisburg, Leaguers will be hosts to the State Con- 
vention at the Chautauqua. Please send them your reservations. 

The Leaguers of Norwood Congregation have already rented 
their cottage for the Lakeside Summer School, July 18-25. Mr. 
Alvin Schaediger, First Vice-President of the Luther League of 
America, will conduct the young people’s hour there. 

The newly-organized Boys’ Choir of First, Springfield, sang at 
a recent meeting of Springfield Federation. 

ANDREW DROPKO 


ALBERTA CONFERENCE 


Rev. P. Hannemann, Golden Spike, opened the Conference of 
the Luther League of Alberta, Tuesday Night, February 22, in 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Ellerslie, by challenging youth to “live 
the life’ in the dynamic spirit of the ancient Olympic sportsmen 
mentioned by Paul. ‘This was the vital note of the whole Conference 
on the 23rd. 4 Raney 

Rev. H. Klingbeil, Wetaskiwin, in his paper, “Where and How 
Can I Serve?” encouraged youth to follow Jesus in consecrated 
service in all activities of life. Following up Rev. J. Bergbusch, 
Spruce Grove, pointed out in his ‘‘Preparation and Equipment for 
Service,” that all our latent gifts should be put into action. 

An exciting interlude was the spelling-bee in which all the 
Leagues participated; the prize, however, was won by Miss Evelyn 
Fester of the South-Edmonton Luther League. 

In dramatic pictorial form Rev. F. Lenz, Hay Lakes, then gave 
a concrete picture of the “Whole Work of the Whole Church.” 
Rev. E. Duesterhoeft, Leduc, described the great and encouraging 
work of the 62,000 Luther League members of our U. L. C. A. 
Progress in our Radio Programs was depicted by Rev. R. Krisch, 
Ellerslie. A debate was won by the Spruce Grove team, Edward 
Baron and Mary Schienbein. ; 

An evening of entertainment in which the Church was crowded 
to capacity ended a day of friendly fellowship. 


REV. JOHN MILLER 
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TOPICS DEPARTMENT=Senic, Junior, Intermediate 


SENIOR TOPICS FOR JUNE 


Monthly Theme—‘‘ The Church In America’ 


June 5, 1938 
Whitsunday 
IN SEARCH OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Hebrews 11:8-10 
(By Rev. Paul H. Gleichman, Frederick, Maryland) 


Program 


Piano Prelude 
Hymn 
Scripture Lesson 
Poem: “Abraham” 
Prayer 
Hymn or Special Number 
Presentation of Topic 
Introductory Talk by Leader 
Materials 
Questions and Discussion 
Offertory and Offering 
Prayer of Consecration 
Announcements 
Hymn 
Benediction 
Silent Prayer 
Piano Postlude 
Suggested Hymns ~« 
“My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 
“He Leadeth Me” 
“The Son of God Goes Forth To War” 
“Faith of Our Fathers” 


Abraham 


Not knowing where you went you journeyed far; 

You doubted not, but went in venturous quest 

Of lands made real by faith, at God’s behest. 

The distant spaces were your guiding star, 

The far horizons were your tenting place; 

And day by day across the sands you kept 

Your forward course. And when at night you slept, 

The light of countless stars shone on your’ face. 

Your native Ur was soon beyond your thought, 

Its shrines and temples, shops and wares, 

Its Ziggurat with row on row of stairs— 

You left it all for ends you daily sought. 

They called you Friend of God—and rightly so: 

You followed Him where He would have you go. 
JOHN C. SLEMP 

(Christian Century, February 23, 1938, p. 233) 


Prayer 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, unto Thy Church, 
Thy Holy Spirit, and the wisdom which cometh down from above, 
that Thy Word, as becometh it, may not be bound, but have free 
course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy 
people, that in steadfast faith we may serve Thee, and _in the con- 
fession of Thy Name abide unto the end: through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 
(No. 38, Collects and Prayers, p. 141, C. S. B.) 


Prayer of Consecration (Offering) 

Because I have been given much, 

I, too, shall give; 

Because of Thy great bounty, Lord, 

Each day I live 

I shall divide my gifts from Thee 

With every brother that I see 

Who has the need of help from me. 
—Selected (Appears on cover of pamphlet, 
“The Sustaining Membership Fund) 


Bible Readings 

Hebrews 11:1. Faith defined. 

Hebrews 11:6. Faith required. 

Hebrews 12:1, 2. Faith commended. 

fobs 8:32, The source of liberty. 

atthew 7:12. The ideal of liberty. 
I Corinthians 10:29b. The control of liberty. 
Why, They Left Home 

There were many motives which led the colonists 
to the shores of America—trade, imperialism, romance, 
and adventure, economic necessity, religious freedom, 
religious conquest, social pressure, No one motive is the 
key to an adequate interpretation of colonization. But, 
historians quite generally agree, the most important 
single motive in the discovery, exploration, and colon- 
ization of America was the religious motive. In speak- 
ing of the English colonies in particular. W. W. Sweet 
says: “It is true that economic stress was, very prob- 
ably, responsible for bringing the majority of colonists 
to America during the whole period of the colonies, but 
religion was responsible for the founding of more col- 
onies than any other single factor.” Where the religious 
motive was dominant, the desire for freedom was often 
present and the story of the beginning of the Church 
in America is very largely the story of those who came 
in search of religious liberty. 


The Part That Faith Played 

At the basis of this motive was their Christian faith. 
The colonists had in their possession a faith to be 
preserved and defended. To remain at home was to 
face either compromise or persecution. To come to 
America was a venture in faith itself. And yet, that 
faith was sufficient. It gave them—to borrow a phrase 
from Fosdick—‘“the power to see it through.” The same 
Christian faith which led them to our shores enabled 
them to endure the sacrifices involved in finding and 
making a new home for themselves and their religion. 


What They Found 

The land to which the colonists came lent itself 
readily to the foundation and growth of religious lib- 
erty. To many it seemed as if America were the “prom- 
ised land,” that God had saved America for Protestant- 
ism. At any rate, America was a large country, and 
the way' of liberty was made easier because of the com- 
parative segregation of the colonists. At first it was not 
necessary, as it is today, for different sects to share the 
same community. Then, too, America was young, and 
the colonists found it a place to build anew. 


What They Accomplished 
Dr, Abdel Ross Wentz suggests three permanent 
elements in American Christianity which are the de- 
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posits of the colonial period. These are: First, the en- 
trenchment of Christianity as a permanent force in 
American social life; second, the aggressive evangelistic 
spirit of American Christianity; and, third, the diversi- 
fied character of American Christianity. In each of these 
essential results it is not difficult to trace the thread of 
religious freedom. Especially is this true of the third. 
The denominations in our land today are a monument 
to religious liberty sought and found. The separation 
of Church and State is another. 


Our Heritage 
Thanks to the colonists, ours is a land of religious 
liberty. Whether we realize it or not, it is a heritage 
enjoyed in this land as nowhere else, the right to wor- 
ship according to the dictates of the conscience. As 
a heritage it is something to be enjoyed, retained, and 
shared with those who follow. 


A Very Definite Problem 
faces us in the consideration of religious liberty. First 
of all, liberty itself is threatened in our world today. 
There are nations in the world whose governments are 
a direct negation of liberty, and they serve as a warn- 
ing that what has happened elsewhere can happen here. 


And, in the second place, in our nation, possibly, 
it is not religious liberty which is threatened so much 
as religion itself. It might be said quite generally that 
as a nation we have retained the right to worship, but 
have lost the desire. Someone has suggested that our 
religious heritage, which it is our privilege to enjoy and 
our obligation to bequeath, has shared the fate of the 
modern financial fortune; and the cycle of the modern 
financial fortune is familiar. It is accumulated by the 
first generation, enjoyed by the second, dissipated by 
the third, and lost to the fourth. Much of America is 
numbered among the fourth generation to whom religion 
has been lost. 


Facing the Problem 

We of the Church ought to be concerned about the 
maintenance of liberty—religious and otherwise. Al- 
though we have a comparatively friendly separation of 
Church and State, the loss of liberty in one predicates 
the loss of liberty in the other. 

The responsibility of keeping alive the spirit of 
liberty, in our land, at least, is resting more heavily on 
the Christian Churches than ever before. From our 
ranks must come the intelligent voters and active, in- 
formed individuals in civic and Church affairs. 

Through education, legislation, religion, public opin- 
ion, we must insure the growth of individuals who will 
hold fast to the ideal of liberty. We cannot let the 
world about us undermine our ideals of democracy. For 
this reason the search for religious liberty, the search 
for liberty itself, must not be thought of as belonging 
to the colonists alone. It is a search to be continued—by 
you and me. 


For the Discussion Period 

What does the Constitution of the United States 
say about religious liberty? 

What happens to religious liberty when a man is 
defeated in an election to public office merely because 
of the particular branch of Christianity to which he 
belongs? 
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What is your understanding of religious liberty? 

Does a better understanding of religious liberty 
lead to a greater tolerance toward those of other de- 
nominations and faiths? 

How much is the so-called “tolerance” toward those 
of other denominattons and faiths just sheer indiffer- 
ence? 

Is our religious liberty a help or a hindrance as 
far as Protestant unity is concerned? 

Discuss the status of religious liberty in your 
community. To what degree is it enjoyed by the mem- 
bers of your community? 

In some communities Catholic and Jewish tax-pay- 
ers forbid the Protestants to conduct week-day religious 
education in the public schools. Is this a denial of re- 
ligious liberty? 

How much religious liberty is enjoyed in Germany? 
In Russia? In Italy? 

What is the relation of the Anniversary Appeal of 
The United Lutheran Church in America to the effort 
to maintain and promote religious liberty? 


Source Materials 


William Warren Sweet: The Story of Religions in America 

Abdel Ross Wentz: Permanent Elements from Colonialism is 
American Christianity 

Abdel Ross Wentz: The Lutheran Church in American History 

Charles M. Jacobs: The Story of the Church 

Henry K. Rowe: History of the Christian People 

The Constitution of the United States: Article VI, clause c; and 
Amendment I 


June 12, 1938 
Trinity Sunday 
DENOMINATIONS IN AMERICA 
I Corinthians 11:18, 19 
(By Rev. Paul H. Gleichman, Frederick, Maryland) 


Program 


Piano Prelude 

Hymn 

Prayer 

Scripture Lesson and Bible Readings 

Hymn or Special Music 

Presentation of Topic 
Introductory Talk by Leader 
Blackboard Outline 
Materials 
Questions and Discussion 

Offering and Offertory 

Prayer of Consecration 

Announcements 

Hymn 

Benediction 

Silent Prayer 

Piano Postlude 


Bible Readings 


I Corinthians 11:18, 19. ‘Cliques are evident in their Church 
gatherings. Paul adds with grim irony, that one good result of 
this is that men of character stand out in bold relief.” (The Ab 
ingdon Bible Commentary, cl1929, p1185). These words of Paul 
could just as well be addressed to the Christian Church at large 
today. 

Colossians 2:6, 7. Read this passage with the emphasis on 
“ye,” and it is a message fo every denomination. : 

Colossians 2:8. Consider the source!—in relation to Christ. 

Colossians 3:1. Seek the things that are above—above de 
nominational divisions and differences. AP, 

James 1:26, 27. Pure religion is more than a denomination. 

John 4:23, 24. Pure worship is more than a denominational 
form or practice. It is a matter of spirit and truth. 

I Corinthians 3:10-15. Consider the foundation—in relation to 
Christ. 

II Corinthians 3:6c. 
unity of the spirit. 

John 5:39, 40. 
based. It must be Christ-centered! 
living Word, the Word made flesh. 


Divisions of the letter often prohibit 


It is not enough that a denomination be Bible- 
The source of Life is in the 


Prayer 


O God, we pray for thy Church, which is set today amid the 
perplexities of a changing order, and face to face with a , great, 
new task. We remember with love the nurture she gave to our 
spiritual life in its .infancy, the tasks she set for, our growing 
strength, the influence of the devoted hearts she gathers, the stead- 
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fast power for good she has exerted. When we compare her with 
all other human institutions, we rejoice, for there is none like her. 
But when we judge her by the mind of her Master, we bow in 
contrition. Oh, baptize her afresh in the life-giving spirit of Jesus! 
Put upon her lips the ancient gospel of her Lord. Fill her with 
the prophet’s scorn of tyranny, and with a Christ-like tenderness 
for the heavy-laden and down-trodden. Bid her cease from seeking 
her own life, lest she lose it. Make her valiant to give up her 
life to humanity, that like her crucified Lord she may mount by 
the path of the cross to a higher glory. Amen.—(From the ‘“Inter- 
oe Hymnal,’ Biglow-Main-Excell Co., Chicago, 1936, No. 


Prayer (For the Consecration of the Offering) 
“Saviour, Thy dying love 
Thou gavest me, 
Nor should I aught withhold, 
Dear Lord, from Thee; 
In love my soul would bow, 
My heart fulfill its vow, 
Some off’ring bring Thee now, 
Something for Thee.” 


Suggested Hymns 


“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 
Love Thy Zion, Lord’ 

“OQ Word of God Incarnate” 

“Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” 

“The Church’s One Foundation” 


Selected Readings 

“With respect to what are called denominations of 
religion, if every one is left judge of his own religion, 
there is no such thing as a religion that is wrong; but 
if they are to judge each other’s. religion, there is no 
such thing as a religion that is right; and therefore, all 
the world is right, or all the world is wrong. 

“But with respect to religion itself, without regard 
to names, and as directing itself from the universal 
family of mankind to the divine object of all adoration, 
it is man bringing to his Maker the fruits of his heart; 


and though these fruits may differ from each other like , 


the fruits of the earth, the grateful tribute of every one 
is accepted. 

“Tf we suppose a large family of children who on 
any particular day, or particular occasion, make it a 
custom to present their parents some token of their 
affection and gratitude, each of them would make a 
different offering, and most probably in a different 
manner, 


“But of all unwelcome things, nothing would more 
afflict the parents than to know that the whole of them 
had afterwards got together by the ears, boys and girls, 
fighting, reviling and abusing each other about which 
was the best or the worst present.” 


—THOMAS PAINE (From Elbert Hubbard's 
Scrap Book, c1923, p202) 


“Brotherhood” 


“The crest. and crowning of all good, 

Life’s final star, is Brotherhood ; 

For it will bring again to earth’ 

Her long-lost Poesy and Mirth: 

Will send new light on every face, 

A kingly power upon the race. 

And till it comes, we men are slaves, 

And travel downward to the dust of graves. 


Come, clear the way, then, clear the way; 
Blind creeds and kings have had their day. 
Break the dead branches from the path: 

Our hope is in the aftermath— 

Our hope is in heroic men, 

Star-led to build the world again. 

To this event the ages ran: 

Make way for Brotherhood—make way for Man!” 


—EDWIN MARKHAM 
Tolstoy’s Confession of Faith 
“T believe in God, who is for me spirit, love, the 
Principle of all things. 
I believe that God is in me, as I am in Him. 


I believe that the true welfare of man consists in 
fulfilling the will of God. 
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I believe that from the fulfillment of the will of 
God there can follow nothing but that which is good 
for me and for all men. 

I believe that the will of God is that every man 
should love his fellow-men, and should act towards 
others as he desires that they should act toward him. 

I believe that the reason of life is for each of us 
simply to grow in love. 

I believe that this growth in love will contribute 
more than any other force to establish the Kingdom of 
God on earth—To replace a social life in which division, 
falsehood and violence: are all-powerful, with a new. 
order in which humanity, truth and brotherhood will 
reign. 

I believe that the will of God has never been more 
clearly, more freely expressed than in the teaching of 
Jesus. 

I believe that this teaching will give welfare to 
all humanity, save men from destruction, and give this 
world the greatest happiness. 

(From “Inter-Church Hymnal,” Biglow-Main- 
Excell Co., Chicago, 1936, No. 550) 
Diversity 

As indicated in the topic material of last Sunday, 
one of the permanent deposits of the colonial period is 
the diversified character of American Christianity. The 
extraordinary variety and complexity of American 
Christianity is one of its most striking features. Ours 
is a land of denominations, to say the least. According 
to W. W. Sweet, the last religious census revealed the 
fact that there were in the United States two hundred 
and thirteen denominations of Christians. 


Its Source 

Originally this diversity was produced by the 
European background. All of the religious tendencies, 
antagonisms and prejudices of Europe have been trans- 
planted, at one time or another, to the Western hemi- 
sphere. “The denominationalism that has always been 
such a prominent characteristic of American religious 
life has its roots in the very beginnings of the colonial 
period. From the earliest times the Christian Church 
in our country has never been anything more than the 
communion of saints and not even remotely their cor- 
poration. The earliest church history of America is in 
reality a chapter from European church history. As 
the colonization of America represented many races of 
Europe so the religious life of the American colonies 
reproduced the different) types of European Christian- 
ity.” (Wentz). 

Fundamentally, two principles are the source of 
denominationalism; personal responsibility before God, 
and the privilege of individual interpretation of the 
Bible. To these can be added differences in race and 
in temperament, protests against traditionalism or rad- 
ical change, the dominant personality of a leader, the 
power of a great idea, emphasis on mystical or inner 
experience, stress on externals, ecclesiastical and doc- 
trinal questions. 

Its Growth 

Denominations have grown and flourished in our 
country because of our insistence upon religious liberty, 
and because of our friendly separation of church and 
state. The natural tendencies to differ in the old world 
were intensified in America where after the colonial 
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period were free to think and speak and organize as 
they wished. This same condition prevails today in 
America. 

Its Virtues 

Denominationalism in America has had certain 
Positive results for good. These might be summarized 
in this way: 

1. The maintenance and expression of democratic 
ideals. The opportunity for freedom of worship and 
religious expression. The recognition of the individual 
conscience in things religious. 

2. The development of self-reliance. American 
churches have been placed on their own resources. De- 
velopment of self-government and self-support. Mem- 
bership and support on a voluntary basis. 

3. The development of inner strength. Friendly 
rivalry and competition, where present, producing in- 
creased loyalty and activity. 

4. The rendition of a wider service. The needs and 
desires of the majority have been recognized and ful- 
filled. 

5. The enrichment of American Christianity. Its 
many sides and approaches have been recognized and 
expressed. Dogmatism, intolerance and narrow, limited 
horizons, have been avoided to a large extent—at least, 
considerably reduced. 


Its Weaknesses 

The negative results might be summarized in this 
way: ; 

1. Over-supply of churches and ministers in some 
communities, and lack of them in other places. 

2. Waste of money, time and effort through un- 
necessary duplications. 

3. Fostering of spirit of intolerance, sectarianism, 
non-cooperation, narrow denominational view-point. — 

4. Unnecessary competition and rivalry. Tend- 
ency for the denomination to become the end instead 
of the means. 

5. Competition and duplication of effort in the mis- 
sion field. Individual efforts weaker than collective 
action. 

6. Inability to speak with a united voice or to pre- 
sent a united front. : ; 

7. Week-day religious education in the public 
school frequently impossible because of denomination- 
alism, 

8. Unnecessary struggle for survival. Especially 
is this true of the smaller denomination where the cost 
of maintaining independence is too great. 


Its Problem 

A consideration, however casual, of the strength 
and weakness of denominational religion in our country 
yields at least two results. It reveals values which 
must not be sacrificed. We should not like to lose, we 
cannot affort to lose any of the five contributions listed 
above. And, then, it leads inevitably to the question 
of unity. How can. we attain unity without sacrificing 
the values we already have? This question must be 
reserved for discussion in our topic next Sunday. 


Its Present Trend 
“In the religious world there has been most. re- 
cently a growing emphasis on the denominational con- 
sciousness” (Wentz). Our own promotional program 
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in the United Lutheran Church in America is a splendid 
example. Like other denominations we are faced with 
internal problems to be met and solved, problems of 
unified, effective service within our own ranks before 
moving on to unity and larger service across denomina- 
tional lines. Consequently, without minimizing or for- 
saking our hopes and ideals for unity, Lutheran and 
otherwise, we have proceeded conservatively and wise- 
ly by concentrating on our own denomination in the 
planning and promotion of its program. Other de- 
nominations, comparable in size and importance to ours, 
have proceeded and are proceeding in a similar man- 
ner. This present trend is the direct result of an im- 
portant discovery: Before thinking interdenomination- 
ally we must re-think denominationally. ? 


“Step-Children of the Reformation” 

Time and space does not permit here the considera- 
tion of what Ferguson calls “the step-children of the 
Reformation”, the almost innumerable cults and isms 
in existence in America. And yet no picture of the 
American religious scene is complete until they are 
sketched into it. They rightfully belong to a study— 
perhaps a further study—of “Denominations in Amer- 
ica.” Such a study increases not only the understand- 
ing of the American religious mind and nature, but it 
enlarges the understanding of the. problems of unity 
itself. ; 

“Beyond doubt the recrudescence of religion since 
the war has expressed itself chiefly in the gain of the 
isms, and in their multiplication. The numerical growth 
of the orthodox has been negligible. . Everywhere 
the ministers of the standard churches express pain and 
dismay over the flight from the churches to the cults, 
though, unfortunately, the pain does not stop it. We 
witness today the flourishing of more than two score 
of bouncing, active isms, wealthy in finance, seductive 
in psychology, and incessantly active in propaganda. 
This estimate takes no account of literally hundreds of 
smaller cults which have sprung from the older ones 
and centered about this teacher or that idea... . In 
the New York Sun for November 20, 1927, announce- 
ments were made of over one hundred and forty relig- 
ious services for the one borough of Manhattan. Of 
these, fully half had to do with cults and sects of cults 
bearing no relation to any form of orthodox Christian- 
ity. . . . What accounts for all this luxuriance of 
oddity in religion? The answer, it seems to me, is 
simple. For one thing the cults offer to do something 
that the regular Churches make no pretense of doing, 
and they offer to do what they do painlessly and quick- 
ly. ' They will solve any problem overnight, and the 
results are practically guaranteed. They promise to 
provide, often in ten lectures, something. that the aver- 
age church long ago gave up hope of providing. » . - 
There will be greater confusion as the years proceed. 
And for the very patent reason that religion has got 
out of the hands of the priests into the hands of the 
people. The result is bedlam, and the by-product of 
it all is distress to the orthodox.” (Charles W. Fergu- 
son in “The Confusion of Tongues’, 1933), 


For the Discussion Period 
How many denominations are represented in your 
community? ; 
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Which is the niost progressive? The most active? 
The most liberal? The most friendly? The most in- 
fluential? , 

Which is gaining the most in membership? 
is the reason? 

How would you describe the relations of the de- 
nominations in your community? Cooperative? Com- 
petitive? 

What attempts are made to promote friendly rela- 
tions between the denominations in your community? 
To promote unity? 

Are there any community enterprises in which all 
of the denominations participate? 

In some communities Protestant groups unite for 
public worship services? What does this accomplish? 
Is anything lost in such an endeavor? 

If, or when, a community service or enterprise is 
announced, involving the collective action of the Prot- 
estant denominations, to what extent does your church 
cooperate? 

How many modern religious cults are represented 
in your community? 


What 


How do you explain their success, if any? 

Has the “Rising Tide” manifested itself in your 
community? How would you explain its success, if 
any? 

Is yours a Church-going community? Why? Why 
hot? 

If the answer is No, what can be done about it? 

What are you doing about it? 

Discuss Tolstoy’s confession of faith, 
above, as a basis of spiritual unity. 


as quoted 


Source Materials 


Abdel Ross Wentz: The Lutheran Church in American History 
Henry K. Rowe: History of the Christian People 
William Warren Sweet: The Story of Religions in America 
Gaius Glenn Atkins: The Making of the Christian Mind 

rles W. Ferguson: The Confusion of Tongues 
Charles M. Jacobs: The Story of the Church 
Winfred Ernest Garrison: The March of Faith 


June 19, 1938 
The First Sunday After Trinity 


‘GROWING LUTHERAN UNITY 
Psalm 133 
(By Rev.. Paul H. Gleichman, Frederick, Maryland) 


Program 
Piano Prelude 
ymn 
Scripture Lesson and Bible Readings 


yer 

Hymn or Special Music 

Presentation of Topic 
Introductory Talk by Leader 
Materials 
Discussion Period 

*Offertory and Offering 

Prayer of Consecration 

Announcements 

Hymn | 

Benediction 

Silent Prayer 

Piano Postlude 


Suggested Hymns 


“May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” 

“The Church’s One Foundation” 

age Truest Friend, Unite” ; 
the Grace of Christ Our Saviour’’ 

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 


Bible Readings 


_ Ephesians 6:10-18. The need of unity. 
I Corinthians 1:10. The appeal for unity. 
Ephesians 4:4-6. The basis of unity. 
Ephesians 2:18. The Way to unity. 
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Colossians 3:12-15. The ideal of unity. 
Acts 4:32. The example of unity. 
II Corinthians 13:11. The reward of unity. 


Prayer 


O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Saviour, 
the Prince of Peace; Give us grace seriously to lay to heart the 
great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions. Take away all 
hatred. and prejudice, and whatsoever else’ may hinder us fron 
godly union and concord; that, as there is but one body, and_one 
spirit, and one hope of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 
tism, one God and Father of us all, so we may all be of one 
heart, and of one soul, united ir one holy bond of truth and peace, 
of faith and charity, and may with one mind and one mouth 
glorify thee; through Jesus Christ cur Lord. Amen.—(From “Inter 
Church Hymnal,” ‘Biglow-Main-Excell Co., Chicago, 1936, No. 710) 


Prayer (Consecration of Offering) 


“All things are Thine: no gift have we, 
Lord of all gifts, to offer Thee; 

And hence with grateful hearts today 
Thy own before Thy feet we lay.” Amen. 


Selected Readings 

“We are taught, many of us, from our youth on- 
wards, that competition is essential to the health and 
progress of the race. Or, as Herbert Spencer puts it, 
‘Society flourishes by‘ the antagonism of its atoms’. 
But the obvious golden truth is that cooperation is 
good and competiticn bad, and that society flourishes 
by the mutual aid of human beings. We do not 
believe that a house divided against itself shall stand; 
we believe that it shall fall, . We know that if men 
are to found and govern cities, to build bridges and 
make roads, to establish universities, to sail ships and 
sink mines, and create educational systems, and policies 
and religions, they must work together and not against 
one another. Surely these things are as obvious as the 
fact that there could be no hive unless the bees worked 
as a colony and on the lines of mutual aid’.—Robert 
Blatchford, Elbert Hubbard’s Scrapbook, c1923, p 20. 


“We have talked much of the brotherhood to come; 
but brotherhood has always been the fact of our life, 
long before it became a modern and insipid sentiment. 
Only we have been brothers in slavery and torment, 
brothers in ignorance and its perdition, brothers in dis- 
ease and war and want, brothers in prostitution and 
hypocrisy. What happens to one of us sooner or later 
happens to all; we have always been unescapably in- 
volved in a common destiny. since men have 
never been able to separate themselves from one an- 
other’s woes and wrongs, since history is fairly strick- 
en with the lesson that we can not escape brotherhood 
of some kind, since the whole of life is teaching us 
that we are hourly choosing between brotherhood in 
suffering and brotherhood in good, it remains for us 
to choose the brotherhood of a cooperative world, with 
all its fruits thereof—the fruits of love and liberty.”— 
George D. Herron, Ibid, p32. 


“That we should do unto others as we would have 
them do unto us—that we should respect the rights of 
others as scrupulously as we would have our rights 
respected—is not a mere counsel of perfection to in- 
dividuals—but it is the law to which we must conform 
social institutions and national policy, if we would 
secure the blessings and abundance of peace’.—Henry 
George, Ibid, p17. 

“In union there is strength. But the strength of 
the union will depend upon the strength of the unit. 
It has always been difficult to-organize common pov- 
erty into common wealth. Death has~ never been 
organized into ‘life, nor darkness into light, nor stupid- 
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ity into brilliancy. . . . Ten fools can never be organ- 
ized into one philosopher. Ten idiots will not furnish 
brain matter sufficient for one bright intellect. One 
thousand cords make a cable, but one thousand circles 
of mist make a fog bank. . . Think independently, 
compromise on minor points, but unite and fight for the 
big things of life’.—(From “The System Bible Study”, 
The System Bible Co., Chicago, 1930, p785.) 


The Topic 

The topic is well-worded. Unity must be a matter 
of growth. It cannot be forced or legislated. It can- 
not be imposed. It must grow, grow from within. Its 
coming will not be sudden or revolutionary. It will 
come through slow, patient, steady evolution. For, like 
all unities, Lutheran unity is something to be evolved 
and achieved. It is not a gift. The seed must be 
planted. The plant must grow. 

The topic is timely. The predominant note of the 
Oxford and Edinburgh conferences last summer was 
unity. All Christendom is thinking directly or in- 
directly in terms of union. It is timely and well that 
we should turn our attention to the possibilities and 
growth of unity. The logical place to begin is at home! 

The Immediate Frontier 

As W. W. Sweet emphasizes in “The Story of 
Religions in America’, the problem of church unity in 
the United States has two distinct phases: First, the 
task of securing unity within each denomination; sec- 
ond, the task of bringing about unity between differ- 
ent communions. Obviously, then, our immediate 
frontier in church unity is the achievement of Lutheran 
unity in our own denominational family. 


The Savannah Convention 

The ninth biennial convention of the United Luth- 
eran Church in America represents a step in this direc- 
tion. Memorials were received from eight synods, 
Canada, Indiana, Manitoba, New York, Nova Scotia, 
Ohio and West Virginia, urging that efforts be made 
to hasten the day of real organic union of Lutheran 
forces in America. : 

A few excerpts from the reply of the Committee 
on Memorials from Constituent Synods follow: 

“Both within and without the United Lutheran 
Church, there are evidences of an earnest and increas- 
ing desire for the establishment of the closest possible 


relationships between the now _ separated Lutheran 
Church groups in America. . . The desire for Luth- 
eran Church unity is rooted in the conviction that 


churches which hold a common faith ought to be labor- 
ing together at common tasks, and not working at 
cross-purposes, still less in competition with one an- 
other. We hold this conviction with all our hearts, and 
we find it strengthened by our recollection of the suc- 
céss that has attended the cooperative efforts of the 


recent past, especially during and immediately after the 


World War. 

‘Tt is still further strengthened when we consider 
the present state of our own nation. The forces of 
evil in the social order are not only deeply entrenched, 
but highly organized. . These things should warn 
us that this is a time when Christian men and Chris- 
tian groups should draw together, if only’ for the tfe- 
sistance of evils which, if unchecked and unopposed; 
will involve our whole social fabric in destruction. 
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“We also recognize that the Church is confronted, 
in these days, with peculiar problems and difficulties. 
Its really serious problems are not administrative or 
economic, but have to do with matters that are funda- 
mental to the Church’s faith and life. It should be 
apparent. «1. that in such a time as this Christian 
people ought to be standing together and not apart. 

“We recognize as Evangelical Lutheran all Chris-~ 
tian groups which accept the Holy Scriptures as the 
only rule and standard for faith and life, by which all 
doctrines are to be judged, and who sincerely receive 
the historic confessions of the Lutheran Church (espec- 
ially the unaltered Augsburg Confession and Luther’s 
Small Catechism) . ... and we set up no other stand- 
ards or tests of Lutheranism apart from them or along- 
side of them. Inasmuch as our now separated Lutheran 
Church bodies all subscribe these same confessions, it is 
our sincere belief that we already possess a firm basis in 
which to unite in one Lutheran’ Church in America 
and that there is no doctrinal reason why such a union 
should not come to pass.” 


The Columbus Convention 

At the Savannah Convention a special commission 
was appointed to further the efforts toward unity among 
American Lutheran Church bodies. Invitations were 
issued and meetings were held with other Lutheran 
Church bodies. The report, of this commission appears. 
in the minutes of the Columbus Convention. A few 
excerpts from this report merit our attention. 

“We (the Wisconsin Synod) fully agree as to the 
desirability of establishing complete fellowship with all 
Lutheran bodies of America if that can be effected with- 
out sacrifice of principles and confession. We further 
hold that to refuse such recognition of fellowship where 
there is actual agreement in all essential points would 
be equivalent to perpetuating a most serious offense 
against the truth of the Gospel. 

“We feel constrained to say, however, that in our 
opinion such required unity does not as yet exist be- 
tween the United Lutheran Church in America and our 
own body. . 

“Practical considerations which preclude ‘any ap- 
proach between the United Lutheran Church and our 
own body at the present time are: 

(a) A disturbing tolerance that the United Luth- 
eran Church has shown toward doctrinal statements 
arising out of its own midst and patently not in agree- 
ment with Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions”. 

(b) A treatment of the question of lodge-mem- 
bership on the part of congregation members and even 
pastors which is not consistent with the principles laid 
down by the United Lutheran Church itself on this 
question in its ‘Washington Declaration’, 

(c) A. disquieting tendency toward Unionism, as 
shown by the increasing practice of pulpit fellowship 
with non-Lutherans”. 

“We (the Norwegian Synod) have no reason to 
hope for much blessing from the contemplated move 
(toward unity), in view of the fact that the official 
organs of the various Lutheran Church bodies afford 
sufficient evidence to prove that they are not in all 
essentials one in doctrine’. ; 

“The commissioners of the Amiericdn’ Lutheran 
Church expressed it as' their belief that there were! just' 
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three matters holding the two church-bodies apart (the 
American Lutheran and the United Lutheran), These 
were the different attitudes of the two bodies toward 
secret societies, the difference in practice concerning 
pulpit and altar fellowship with non-Lutherans, and a 
difference of view concerning the Scriptures. No fault 
was found with the official utterances of the United 
Lutheran Church on any of these subjects. . . . but 
it was objected that the practice of the United Luth- 
eran Church was not in harmony with pice official 
statements”. 


These reports demonstrate, on the one hand, the 
nature of some of the problems involved in attaining 
unity; and, on the other, the growing’ interest in and 
desire for unity and the awareness of the immediate 
need. On the whole, such reports are encouraging and 
we await with interest the reports of the Baltimore 
convention this fall. (The progress in Lutheran unity 
to date is summarized in “The Luther League Topics” 
prepared to accompany this topic.) 


Understanding Unity 

Certain fundamental facts should be kept in mind 
when thinking of Lutheran Church unity if we would 
avoid misunderstanding and failure. First of all, there 
is a certain unity already existent, whether we realize 
it or not, a unity in Christ. Beneath the level of 
organization and polity we share a common life in 
Jesus Christ. Second, as said before, unity must be a 
process, a growth. To hurry the process or impose 
an external union would only defeat the growth of a 
spiritual, inner unity. Third, it is the spiritual, inner 
unity we should be seeking. Fourth, Lutheran or 
Christian unity does not preclude diversity. We seek 
the communion of the saints, and not their corporation 
or standardization. As someone has said, the ideal of 
the Church is not uniformity but unity in diversity. It 
is possible to have diversity without division. 


Promoting Unity 
Parts IV and V of President Knubel’s book, 
“Church Unity’, contain the Christian’s responsibility 
for unity, and its promotion by Christian denominations. 
A summary of the salient points of these two chapters 
will serve as a conclusion to our study. 


Since unity is a development, a growth, a Christian 
responsibility has to be assumed. If we would further 
the cause of unity, we must (1) walk worthy of our 
calling; (2) walk not as pagan unbelievers; (3) walk in 
love; (4) walk as children of the light; and GM walk 
with wisdom. 

As members of Christian denominations we must 
(1) unitedly exalt the Christ as the Head of the Church; 
(2) manifest a “deep-going difference” from the world; 
(3) walk in love with our fellow-men in the Church; 
(4) testify freely, courageously for righteousness and 
truth, in a spirit of love; and (5) cultivate primary 
unities within the Church itself—unities of homes, con- 
gregations, ‘and denominations. 


For the Discussion Period 
What has the Luther League of America done to 
promote Lutheran unity? What can it do? 
What can the local Luther League do to promote 
Lutheran unity? What have you done? 
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What is the status of Lutheran unity in your com- 
munity? Of Protestant unity? 

Discuss your local problems, 
Lutheran unity. 

What is the relation of Lutheran unity to Protes- 
tant unity? To Christendom’s unity? 

What is the relation of the Oxford and Edinburgh 
conferences to the promotion of Lutheran unity? 

E. Stanley Jones suggests that we drop our de- 
nominational names as separate churches and belong to 
the one church, “The Church of Christ in America”, 
having under this central unity branches such as “The 
Baptist Branch of the Church of Christ in America’, 
“The Episcopal Branch”, “The Friends’ Branch’, and 
so on, and having in these branches local self-govern- 
ment in much the same way that we give states’ rights 
in the United States. Discuss the merits of this sug- 
gestion. Consider Lutheran unity against the back- 
ground of this suggestion. 


if any, in achieving 


Source Materials 


Abdel Ross Wentz: Our Church and Our Times 

Abdel Ross Wentz: The Lutheran Church in American History 
F. H. Knubel: Church Unity 

William Warren Sweet: The Story of Religions in America 
Winfred Ernest Garrison: The March of Faith : 
Minutes of the Ninth Biennial Convention of the U. L. C. A, 


pp412, 415, 421 
The Story of the Church 


Charles M. Jacobs: 
Henry K. Rowe: History of the Christian People 


June 26, 1938 
Second Sunday After Trinity 


LUTHERAN CAMPS AND SUMMER SCHOOLS 


Mark 3:13-15 
Paul C. White, New York City) 


Worship 


Sing: “Summer Suns Are Glowing” 

Announce the Topic 

Read Psalm 23 responsively 

Read the Scripture: Mark 3:13-15 

Present Topic, using suggestions in the Luther League Topics as 
follows: (Have a map of the United States and Canada. Plot 
on it the location of all Camps and Summer Schools of The 
United Lutheran Church. Begin with the point on the map 
nearest home and describe the Summer School or Camp located 
there. Follow on for as many Camps and Summer Schools 
as you have information.) 

Sing hymns between each Camp, such as: “From Ocean Unto 
Ocean,” ‘“O Beautiful For Spacious Skies,’ ‘‘Lead On, O 
King,’ “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee,” etc. 

Pray for all of the Camps and Summer Schools, for the leaders, 
learners and helpers. 


Benediction 
Bible Readings 
Matthew 5:1-16 Il Timothy 2:15 


(By Dr. 


Luke 5:1-3 I John 1:1-3 
John 6:1-3 Mark 3:13-15 
Acts 16:6-13 

Prayer 


O God, we thank You for the life of Christ and for His divine 
truth. We thank Thee for the great out-of-doors with its many 
blessings. Help us this year to receive new inspiration as we learn 
of the Master during these blessed days that are before us. These 
and all blessings, we ask in His Name. Amen. 


Leader: Youth should plan well for the summer 
days, so that they may be used to excellent advantage. 
The Fall and Winter days have been filled with many 
varied activities. Many have been studying either in 
Public School or in College and University. Others 
have been going to work each week-day and have thus 
been busily engaged. Certainly everyone has been oc- 
cupied with a multitude of things. 

Now summer is about to come. How can we make 
the best use of it? What would Jesus do? Where 
would He go? How may I best follow His example 
during the coming summer days? 
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Some Things Jesus Did 

From the rich and full life of Jesus we find a multi- 
tude of experiences,—many of them. In fact, it seems 
that many of the most interesting of His experiences 
were in the great out-of-doors. Let us think for a few 
moments of Jesus in some of these out-door experiences. 

Jesus desired to preach a sermon and so seeing the 
multitude, He went up into a mountain and, when He 
was seated, His disciples came unto Him. He opened 
His mouth and taught them divine truth. We call it 
the Sermon on the Mount. 

The Master stood by the sea-side for He loved 
to be 'by the lake and the multitudes pressed upon Him 
so that He entered into a boat. He spoke to Simon 
praying that he would thrust out a little from the land. 
He sat down and taught the people out of the ship. 
Jesus was teaching by the sea-side. 

We read also about Jesus in Perea with His dis- 
ciples. They had crossed over the Jordan River for a 
period of time and now they were ready to make their 
way to Jerusalem and so He called them saying “Be- 
hold, we go up to Jerusalem”, He was issuing a chal- 
lenge which all of us need to hear from time to time 
as we continue on our way to the Heavenly City. 

One thinks of the Master again by the Sea of 
Galilee and how He called Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, saying: “Come ye after Me and I will make 
you fishers of men”. Or we can remember the story 
we have heard many times of the Master on the moun- 
tain side. When the multitudes were hungry He gave 
thanks and fed them. These and many others were the 
experiences of Jesus in the great out-of-doors. Per- 
haps you would like to relate some of the sacred ex- 
periences which you have learned about Jesus and His 
disciples as they have been taught to you. 


The Church and Summer 

The Church takes its cue from Jesus and so it 
plans for great out-of-door experiences for its people. 
Hills, rivers, mountains, College campuses and lakes all 
become the center of planning for an enriched summer 
program. Synods, Inner Mission agencies and other 
Church organizations are constantly planning for an en- 
riched summer’s program for our people. 

Girls’ and Boys’ Camps are springing up over the 
entire United States to care for youth largely from 
ages 8-17. There are different types of camps in ses- 
sion from two to eight weeks during the summer sea- 
son. The first Fresh Air Camp was organized with 
headquarters at Zelienople, Penna. and called “Luth- 
eran Summer Camp.” In 1920 the “Lutheran Children’s 
Camp” was organized at Amery, Wisconsin, on Pike 
Lake. Among the Synod-owned Camps is Camp Miller 
for boys developed by the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and located on the Delaware River near Shawnee-on- 
Delaware, Pa. In 1937 a sister camp was organized by 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania known as Camp Hagen 
for girls. Other synodically controlled camps have 
been organized since—such as the Lutheran Girls’ Camp 
of the United Lutheran Synod of New York on Lake 
Kanawakee, Bear Bountain; Camp Luboca on Lake 
Erie by the Ohio Synod. 

Inner Mission agencies also have camps such as 
Camp Wilbur Herrlich at Towners, N. Y., which is 
owned and operated by the Inner Mission Society of 


“for it will give you helpful information. 
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New York. This will serve to illustrate the fine work 
which is being carried on by these Institutions, num- 
bering fifteen camps throughout North America. 

Summer Schools have also been organized for our 
older young people and adults, and have been in opera- 
tion for many years. Practically all of them are con- 
nected with their Synod. Some of them meet on Col- 
lege campuses during the summer, such as the Mid- 
land Assembly held annually at Midland College, 
Nebraska, under the direction of the Nebraska Synod 
and the Maryland Summer School at Hood College, 
Frederick, Md., under the leadership of the Maryland 
Synod. Others are in session on a lake front, as for 
example the Lakeside Summer School of the Ohio 
Synod and the Lutheran Summer School for Church 
Workers at Silver Bay, N. Y., by the United Lutheran 
Synod of New York. You have, perhaps, attended a 
Summer School and can describe something of your 
experience. 

What Is to Be Gained 

Summer Schools and Camps are organized for the 
purpose of enriching the lives of our people. This is 
primarily the total purpose. 

Certainly, to spend a summer in the out-of-doors 
should mean the building of health. Recreational pro- 
grams, out-door features and a host of activities are 
planned for that purpose. 

Inspiration is to be gained for we feel near to God 
when we are out of doors. Vital worship experiences 
are ours if we will but open our hearts to our Lord. 
Information is to be gained, for in Summer Schools 
and Camps there is always Bible Study, classes, confer- 
ences, study periods, lectures and other activities devel- 
oped to give us a fund of useable knowledge. 

New friendships spring from our out-of-doors life. 
We want our people to come to know fellow Lutherans 
from other sections better and what finer place can 
there be for this than a Summer School? 

Loyalty to the Church is developed, for we can 
plan well our work for the fall and winter and can once 
again rededicate ourselves to loyal service in God’s 
Kingdom. 

Life is good for we have come under the influence 
of Christ and His Church and that means richer living 
when we have returned to our homes. 


You Must Plan Carefully 

If at all possible for this year, plan to attend a 
Summer School or a Camp. Even go for just a visit, 
While many 
cannot go to a Camp or Summer School for a visit or 
for the full session, yet everyone certainly can plan 
carefully for the summer. You owe it to yourself to 
plan well. One should make the best use of every 
opportunity that is his. God wants you to make good 
use of the summer period so that you can continue to 
grow in grace. f 

' Why not increase your daily Bible reading during 

the summer period, so that you will have completed a 
larger portion of it when fall finally returns? Do not 
forget that Christians should go to Church’! and so 
wherever you are during the summer be sure to attend 
the services on the Lord’s Day. 

Finally, attend if at-all possible, a Lutheran Camp 
or Summer School. 
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INTERMEDIATE TOPICS FOR JUNE 


MONTHLY THEME—RECREATION 


June 5, 1938 
HOW TO HAVE A GOOD TIME AT HOME 
Philippians 2:2-4 

There was a time when the social life of both 
youth and old age centered in the home more than it 
does today. That was because there were fewer attrac- 
tions to take folks away from their homes. About 
every form of pleasure centered or ended in the home, 
or if the fun was transferred, say to a picnic grounds, 
the whole family went by train or wagon with a large 
clothes basket filled with good things to eat. Skating 
or Bobbing parties in the winter ended up at the home 
where warmth, good cheer and “eats” were plentiful. 

The times have changed this to such an extent that 
the good times had by youth today are mostly outside 
the home. Furthermore, those good times are shared 
in “in pairs’ and not so much by the crowd as in 
former days. I rather think we have gotten a bit selfish 
in our modern fun making and pleasures, due in part to 
the fact that good times for youth years back did not 
cost as much as they do today. 

Still there is no age that had as many opportunities 
and such variety for pleasure as the present one has. 
Much of it is organized and commercialized, that’s true, 
and a group out for pleasure bent must receive constant 
“pepping up” to hold their interest and prevent loss of 
many to their own designs and whims. But, by and 
large, youth today is as resourceful and capable of hav- 
ing as good times as any age youth. 

The home then will be the center of “good times.” 

1. If parents are wise and enjoy having their chil- 
dren bring friends into the home. Parents must stay 
young with their children and be willing to stand for 
some of their traits and antics. Children, on the other 
hand, should try to please their parents in the choice of 
friends and kind of amusements engaged in in the home. 

2. If the furniture and furnishings in the home 
are considered less important than boys and girls. Too 
often youth is driven into the street and amusement 
places to save a little wear and tear on the carpets and 
furniture of the home. This is a terrible piece of 
economy. On the other hand, youth in their home 
pleasures should be cautious and not wantonly deface 
or destroy the furniture. 

3. If there is the same “give and take” spirit 
among brothers and sisters as among friends on the 
outside. It’s natural for brothers and sisters to wrangle 
more or less among themselves, but care should be ex- 
ercised to keep ill-will under subjection. Our lesson 
in verse 3 says: “Let nothing be done through strife 
or vain-glory.” It’s a too common fault among broth- 
ers and sisters to be envious of one another, and to 
accord better treatment to outside friends than to one’s 
own inner friends by blood. Guard against winning 
your parents’ good will by lying and backbiting your 
brothers or sisters. A mother’s bet is always jolted 
and jolted good and hard outside the home. Be four- 
square with brother and sister. A divided home is an 
unhappy home. 


4. If the members in the home “are like-minded, 
having the same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind,’ Certain evenings must be designated as “stay 
at home nights,” when mutual fun-making is planned 
for. There must be hearty agreement to a common 
plan for all. Enriched is the home that observes at 
least one evening a week for family “good time!” 

5. If children respect one anothers’ rights and 
property the same as they do their own. I remember 
a family of six brothers who had pretty much the same 
physical build. After each day’s work the first brother 
home put on the best clothing of all he could find and 
beat it for the night; the second brother home took 
second best, and so on until the last two or three 
brothers were out of luck and had to stay at home for 
the want of decent clothing to wear. You can bet 
on it there wasn’t much respect shown toward one an- 
other in that home. It is wrong in home life to think 
that what’s brother’s or sister’s is mine. There should 
be a sharing with one another, but only by mutual} 
consent. 

A Few Questions to Discuss 

1. How serious was the difference between Mary 
and Martha in Luke 10:38-42? Might such a similar 
condition in our own home result in strained relation- 
ships? 

2. How does the filling of the water pots in John 
2:1-10 suggest the place of Jesus in home life? 

3. What do you know about the cause of the trou- 
ble between Cain and his brother, Abel? 

4. What interferred with Joseph having a good 
time with his brothers? Read Genesis 37:8-36. 

5. What was the trouble between Jacob and Esau? 

6. Was there “one mind” in the two sons spoken 
of in Matthew 21:28-32? 

7. Was the son in Luke 15:25-32 justified in mak- 
ing complaint against his father for welcoming home 
his brother in the way he did? 


June 12, 1938 


HOW THE CHURCH HELPS US IN OUR PLAY 
John 10:10 

Next to our home the Church is our play center. 
The Christian religion is a happy, joyous religion. It 
provides us with an abundant life, that is, a full and 
well balanced life (John 10:10). This includes empha- 
sis on friendships and ‘‘good times,” so instinctive and 
necessary to our well being—over against unbridled and 
intemperate pleasures, which we see working harm to 
youth not under Christian influences. 

The Church can and is doing a good deal to help 
youth at play. One of the most recent and far-reaching 
steps taken by the Church in this respect is through 
the Church Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio. This 
agency compiles and edits systematically and regularly 
every needed social feature for successful Church-cen- 
tered recreation, both for indoors and out-of-doors. It 
also conducts an annual training school for leaders in 
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Church play life. Its publication is called “Handy,” 
a loose-leaf mine of information for socials, games, 
songs, stunts, etc. Additional material is issued by the 
same agency in a “Kit” form. Each League should 
have a copy of “Handy” and its offsprings, the ‘‘Kits.” 
Order from the Agency or from the Luther Press, 429 
Herr Street, Harrisburg, Pa. Information solicited and 
generously supplied. 

Here are some of the ways the Church helps us 
in our play, namely: 

1. Through the Church we learn to select the 
wholesome and beneficial forms of play. Playing at 
breaking windows and destroying property is a mis- 
directed and dangerous form of playing, not to say 
anything about the wrong involved. While pastor in 
a certain parish I had to deal with a group of non- 
Sunday School boys who had broken into the Church 
and shattered every electric light globe by shooting at 
them with bent pins by the aid of common rubber 
bands. That kind of play is taught us by the Church 
to be wrong and dangerous. Just as we are in debt 
to the coach for teaching us the rules of the game be- 
fore we can play the game itself, so are we in debt to 
the Church in instructing us in the rules of good Chris- 
tian sportsmanship. In other words, the inner life of 
us all, as spoken of in Ephesians 5:19, 20, is quickened 
and fed by the Church. 

2. Next, the Church helps by providing happy 
social gatherings that are interesting, therefore, a help 
in our play life. The earliest experience of most of us 
in this respect happened at a Church party for us as 
primary children. Take the Hallowe’en Parties, Christ- 
mas Parties, box socials and many such like that are 
held in the Church. Today a new church building is 
not thought of without provision being made for a 
recreational room, a Boy Scout room, a Camp Fire 
girls room, etc. Many churches are providing gym- 
nasiums, bowling alleys, billiard rooms, etc., and even 
carrying a full-time social worker. 

3. The out-of-door play is also being rapidly pro- 
vided for by the Church in the erection of summer 
camps by local Churches and synods. It’s a common 
sight these days to see “youth loving pastors” out on 
hikes, weinie roasts, beefsteak fries, etc., with their 
boys and girls of the Church. The many summer voca- 
tional religious schools provide a well rounded pro- 
gram of recreation, not to mention that “annual Sun- 
day School picnic” and those “Luther League hikes and 
other out-of-door parties.” 

4. Then too, the Church helps us at play by keep- 
ing close watch on all amusements that may exert a 
bad influence on us. Without Church censorship the 
movies, the theatre and many other forms of amuse- 
ment would run rife with the morals of youth. 

5. We must not forget the part the Church plays 
indirectly in the work of the Y. M. C. A., the Boy 
Scouts of America, etc. These great institutions are 
made only by the gifts of men and women who are 
products of the Church’s influence and teachings. 

Strange that the Bible makes but one reference to 
“boys and girls at play’. That is in Zechariah 8:5. 
Furthermore, this same scriptural passage is the only 
one in the Bible where the words “boy” and “girl” 
occur in the plural. On the other hand, the singular 
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form “boy” is used in only two places in the Bible, the 
one in Genesis 25:27; while that of “girl” but once, in 
Joel 3:3. The word “lad” is used about 25 times. 


June 19, 1938 
THE KIND OF READING I LIKE BEST 
Psalm 119 :9-24 


Among all the number of things we may do by way 
of recreation or amusement, reading holds a foremost 
place. It may well be called the universal recreation. 
There are scarcely any circumstances under which it 
cannot be done; indoors or outdoors, summer or winter, 
it is possible for us to occupy our minds in this way. 
It is possible for everybody. Unlike many sports or 
other forms of recreation it demands neither expensive 
equipment nor special aptitude or skill if one is to en- 
gage in it. Few things we do are so engrossing as 
reading. While we read we are taken out of ourselves 
into the atmosphere created for us by the writer; we 
identify ourselves with his thoughts or activities. 

While nobody seeks for recreation with the thought 
of what permanent benefit he may get out of it, we 
recognize that there ought to be some value, other than 
the pleasure of the moment, even in the things we do 
to amuse ourselves. No way of occupying attention 
compares with reading in this respect. It is the ideal 
form of combining the pleasure of present entertain- 
ment with the profit of mental enrichment. 

Like all good things, this matter of our reading 
requires careful attention (which it does not get from 
most of us) in order that our taste for what is really 
worth while does not become dulled, to the extent that 
we are ready to content ourselves with what is trivail 
or second-best. That is likely to happen because of the 
great variety of reading material available for all of us. 
Many people simply skim over the top of this* great 
field. They cannot read a book; the lighter sort of 
magazines and newspapers represent the limit of their 
capacity. There is nothing wrong with reading maga- 
zines and papers, of course, but a continuous reading 
diet of them will likely spoil our appetite for anything 
more extensive or more solid. It is a good practice 
in our reading to try to have as wide a range as pos- 
sible. We ought to learn to read something of every 
sort of literature. Variety in our reading diet sharpens 
our intellectual appetites, stimulates our minds—in 
short, does the very thing for us which the ability we 
have to read ought to accomplish in us. 

Reading can be cultivated into a fine art. It has 
its definite ways of growing in us (and making us 
grow), and our best interests will be served if we try 
to find out how to discriminate in our reading to the 
end that we learn how to distinguish intellectual and 
moral values. While we want to keep variety in our 
reading, if we are to get anywhere with it we must 
concentrate on the best. It is said that Abraham Lin- 
coln grew up on three books—the Bible, Shakespeare, 
and Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. He pored over 
these few volumes, reading them again and again, until 
the quality of their thought and the beauty of their 
language had become his own. It was this kind of con- 
centrated reading which is back of those masterpieces 
of. English speech, the Gettysburg Address and the 
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The books that Lincoln read were 
The kind of 


Second Inaugural. 
those which have made other books. 
reading always highly repays. 

Most of us nowadays do not like books in which 
the moral lesson is too obvious. That is one reason 
why many books, written for boys and girls and quite 
popular in former years, are not read much now. To 
be entertaining and to be valuable, a book does not 
need to be preaching the obvious virtues all the time. 
Books, and shorter stories, which look at life whole- 
somely and with right perspective, are likely to suggest 
moral values to us in ways which are not quite so 
plain, but which we can see nevertheless. 

The Bible is the greatest transcript of life. No 
other book (or collection of writings, for that is what 
the Bible is) reveals such an intimate knowledge of 
human nature, and for that reason none is quite so 
worthy of our interest as material for reading. Many 
people do not regard the Bible in that way. They think 
of it as a sort of series of texts which have little or no 
relation to one another, or as a book for devotional 
uses only. But there is no literature which equals the 
Bible as interesting reading. Most of the books of the 
Bible are short; they can be read at a sitting; they are 
permanently interesting. 

Of all the wide range of reading material available 
for us there is still nothing which for variety, for in- 
terest, and for permanent intellectual and spiritual value, 
can compare with the Bible as a book for reading. 


June 26, 1938 


PLAY LIFE IN OTHER LANDS 
Zechariah 8:1-8 

In our. lesson God is speaking. to his prophet, 
Zechariah, to instruct him of His purpose to bless 
Israek by restoring Jerusalem, their holy city, that it 
might become a home for both old and young. It is 
significant that God should have the boys and girls in 
mind in planning for the future of His people, and that 
He should recognize the importance of play in their 
daily lives. It seems that God Himself is telling us to 
provide for youth’s desire to play, which is as strong 
among youth of other lands as it is among youth of 
our own land. 

Youth is very much the same at heart the world 
over. The manner and kind of play are much the same 
wherever youth gather. Little girls play with dolls 
and boys toss a ball in Japan, or Africa, just like chil- 
dren do in America or Canada. Their play gives them 
as much fun too, for it is the same thing after all. 

“Playing horse is alawys fun. In Turkey the chil- 
dren drive each other by holding on to their long 
dresses and the Chinese boys have in the past found no 
better reins than their own queues.” 

If you played “tag” here at home it would be a 
simple matter to play it in Korea. You possibly would 
not recognize our pet games by the names given them 
in other lands, but you wouldn’t have any trouble to 
enter into their play with the same zest and benefit. 
For instance, our familiar game of hide-and-seek is 
known in Korea by the name “Syomu Pak Kakomu 
Tjil Ha Ki” and in Japan by “Kalurembo.” In India 
hide-and-seek is a favorite pastime, but not a very 
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pleasant game to play in the burning sun, so the chil- 
dren wait until the evening has come and play in the 
moonlight—far into the night. In Persia there are 
two who are “it.” When the hidden ones are spied 
they chase the seeker. If he is caught before base is 
reached, he must again be “it”. 


In Japan marbles are not “shot” but “thrown”. 
Only one marble is played by a player at one time, 
and only one throw is allowed each player in each 
game. Kite-flying in Japan is also very interesting and 
exciting. There the boys have battles with their kites. 
They rub ground glass paste on the strings, and as the 
kites fly around each boy tries very skillfully to cut 
with .his string the other kite-strings. The excitement 
comes when the severed kite is chased for by the look- 
ers-on. 

The different ways of choosing who shall be “it” 
for a game in other lands is interesting, too. In Syria 
the players hold to each other, one behind another, and 
pull. The first one to break loose becomes “it.” In 
Japan they double their right fists and with a rapid 
motion of the arm, from a raised to a horizontal posi- 
tion, quickly assume a pose with their fists: the hand 
outstretched represents paper, doubled into a fist it 
represents stone, and with two fingers outstretched it 
represents scissors. Each position is interpreted as 
follows: Scissors cut paper, and therefore scissors con- 
quer paper; paper wraps (and so conquers) stone; stone 
breaks scissors, and therefore conquers scissors. 


We might go on at great length and describe the 
mannerisms of play-life in other lands, but before ex- 
hausting all our space we want to mention a few cus- 
toms of play-life in Japan, with a view to improve our 
own play-life here at home. 

1. As is well known we in the West have a habit 
of “razzing” a player who makes a mistake. Our re- 
sentment toward such a person may assume anything 
from a “balling out” to a “rotten egg” throwing episode- 
In Japan when a player “muffs” a play his fellows and 
the witnesses feel that his humiliation at making the 
mistake is great enough without their adding to it, so 
they not only remain quiet, but feel sorry for him. 
Here at home, it’s our “cock-sureness” that prompts 
us to criticize a player for making an error. We think 
we could do it just right, hence the common boast, “let 
me show you how”. A little more meekness and less 
vain-glory might characterize our playing together. 

2. In connection with the above, the player in 
Japan who makes an error, say in a game of baseball, 
when he returns to his teammates ati the end of the 
inning repeatedly says: “I’m sorry. I’m sorry.” Thus 
he puts all fault for the misplay on himself. He doesn’t 
offer an alibi, saying, “well, it bounced out of my 
glove,’ or some such excuse. He truly regrets that 
because of his error the team might have lost the game, 
and that he put up such a poor exhibition of playing. 
Let us take this lesson from Japan. 

3. A third remarkable Japanese custom, showing 
honesty and trustfulness at play, is that of umpiring a 
game of scrub-baseball. They have no official umpire, 
but as each team is at bat one of its number umpires 
and makes decisions for both sides. How far would 
we get by with that here at home? How much respect 
would the umpire retain of his fellows? 
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Use with these Topics the Junior: Topics Booklet 
No. VII—‘The Child and School”, 


Appoint Committees from among the Juniors to 
find material on the movies, travel, art and pictures, 
and report at the meeting. 

Have a Browsing Table at each of these meetings 
with materials apropos to the Topic; material relating 
to the movies, notices of movies, even pictures of play- 
ers, which the leader may help the Juniors talk over 
and find the value or harm in each, good religious pic- 
tures, and how to study them, travel posters of all 
sorts. i 

Plan a trip to a museum, or to an art gallery. 
Discover what your community affords in the way of 
enrichment material along these lines and help the chil- 
dren take advantage of same. 

A’ set of Travel Books on different countries show- 
ing what other nations have contributed in the way of 
art and beauty, and of our mission lands and our work 
there, might be started. 

Aim to emphasize the best in these different means 
of education and lead the Juniors to see how each may 
contribute to his education. 

Climax these lessons with the lesson on what the 
Church gives and have the Juniors list these and dis- 
<uss them. 

June 5, 1938 


WHAT OF THE MOVIES? 
Use the Topics Booklet, ‘“‘The Child and Education,” 


session. 


for this 


Suggested Procedure 

Opening Worship: Suggested, planned and conducted by the Juniors 

Conversation: What do I think of the movies? What kind of pic- 
tures do I like? How often do I go? What am I learning 
from the movies? 

Topic Thoughts: As given in the Topics Booklet, given by the 
Juniors and discussed with them by leader. 

Suggestions: As given below 

‘Closing Worship: Arranged by the Juniors 


Suggestions 

1. After talking over the points in the Topics 
Booklet, talk about the picture “The Thunder of the 
Sea”. If your Juniors have seen this discuss it, asking 
them to tell you their impressions. Point out its main 
lessons and emphasize the picture it gives of the place 
and value of the church in a neighborhood. ‘Talk of 
‘tthe worship features as shown in the dedication of the 
church. 

2. Have your Juniors seen “Beyond Whitetop”? 
‘This is a picture of our Konnarock mission. Why not 
secure this and have it shown to the congregation, plan- 
ning a regular “mountain prayer meeting,’ and letting 
the Juniors dress in overalls and sunbonnets and aprons. 
Have an offering for our Objective. ! 

3. Plan to have pictures of our Rocky Boy mis- 
sion shown. The Juniors will- enjoy these. 


unIor Topics For Fune 
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(Write to the Board of American Missions for par- 
ticulars concerning these pictures.) 

4. If you wish to teach some of our work in other 
lands show some stereopticon pictures of Japan, China, 


India, Africa or South America. “And Evening in 
Japan”, with several slides of hymns will prove inter- 
esting. 

(Write to the Board of Foreign Missions for these 
slides.) 


§. Have your Juniors make a home made “movie”. 
Get a large box and insert two rollers—a piece of 
broom stick will do—have a roll of heavy paper, white 
or brown, on these. Past pictures on the roll of paper, 
and by turing the rolls these may be shown. Pictures 
on The Life of Christ, Old Testament Bible pictures, 
pictures of any of our mission fields, the Life of 
Luther, any of the mission study books can be pre- 
sented in this form. Have a Committee to plan this 
for the whole group. 

6. Have you ever tried making marionettes? The 
Juniors are making them in public school—why not 
translate this to the things of the church? Let some of 
the group plan a Marionette Show, with an episode 
from one .of the Missionary. stories they have had, or 
something about the work of the Church. If you can 
enlist a school teacher to help you, this can be made 
worthwhile. 

Make use of these methods of visual education. 


June 12, 1938 
WHAT DO I LEARN FROM PICTURES, 


TRAVEL, ART? 


Use the Topics Booklet, “The Child and Education,’ under 


the heading as above. 


Suggested Procedure 
Worship: Planned and conducted by the Juniors 
Informal Period: Groups looking at pictures, at travel folders and 
pcesters, at any collection of beautiful articles from other lands 
which can be arranged (India lace, Japanese articles, vases, 
pictures, Mexican pottery, Indian baskets or rugs, etc.) 
Topic Thoughts: As given in the Topics Booklet 
Discussion: How do these things help me to know more of God 
and to be a better Christian? 
Closing Worship: Arranged by the Juniors 
Suggestions 
Discussions: How Do I Learn from Pictures? A 
study of some of the finest pictures helps me grow 
in the way Jesus wants me to grow. Good pictures 
give me higher and better ideals, make me think of the 
better things of life and help me’ try to do my best. 
Therefore I should study the best pictures. 


The study of pictures teaches me brotherhood and 
an appreciation of the people of all lands. Just read 
through the list of the world’s greatest artists—Da 
Vinci (Italian), Millet (French), Raphael, Titian, Hof- 
mann, Feruzzi, Moeller, Rembrandt, Rubens,—all lands 
represented. Looking at the great pictures they have 
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given, us I learn the lesson that every nation has con- 
tributed something to the world’s beauty and happiness. 

Then while studying pictures I am reminded that 
the greatest artists, when seeking for the greatest sub- 
ject in which to use their talents most often turned to 
the life of Christ. Our greatest pictures are the mas- 
terpieces of artists showing some of the scenes in 
Jesus’ life. They realized that He and the message He 
came to earth to tell to all people were the most im- 
portant thing in the world. 

Hint: Study some of the great religious pictures. 
The group can secure some of the Perry Pictures or 
small prints in color and make a scrapbook on The Life 
of Christ. 

If you do not have a Picture File, start one. Let 
the Juniors gather together all the pictures possible 
and mount these neatly on colored paper. On the 
back number each one, and in a loose leaf book list 
these pictures. The other organizations of the church 
and the various classes of the Church School ‘could 
use these from time to time if they knew they were 
available. 

Ask the members of the congregation to save pic- 
tures for you. Have them save the Lutheran, Luth- 
eran Woman’s Work, Luther League Review, and any 
other church magazines they may receive and cut the 
pictures from these. You may enlist the interest of 
some of the parents in this way! 


What Other Forms of Art Help Teach Me? 

Good music is part of my education. If I early 
become acquainted with the best music it will add to 
my happiness, give me many pleasant hours and in- 
crease my knowledge. 

Again I find that, the great composers when seek- 
ing the loftiest theme about which they could centre 
their musical numbers, often selected some theme from 
the life of Jesus. Think of some of our well-known 
cantatas, some of the oratorios, some of the greatest 
musical compositions. Think of the musical selections 
centered around the theme of Jesu's’ suffering and 
death alone 

The hymns of the church, their message, how they 
were written, and the story of their writers, is not 
only interesting, but helps me learn more about my 
church. What hymns do we like best? What story 
does this hymn tell? Why do we sing special hymns 
during the Lenten season? How do the joyous Christ- 
mas and Easter carols help us better understand these 
seasons? How can we worship through singing some 
of our best loved hymns? Can we express what we 
feel in our hearts through the thoughts of the hymn 
we are singing? 

Hint: Have the group make Hymn Rolls—large 
sheets of brown manila paper, with one verse of a 
hymn on a sheet, in large letters, and with a picture 
accompanying each verse illustrating same. These may 
be used in teaching new hymns in the smaller groups— 
Nursery, Kindergarten, and Primary. 

Have your choir leader help at various times with 
the music. This meeting would be a good opportunity 
to have him tell about several well known hymns. You 
might have him at some time conduct the Common 
Service with the Juniors, after you have taught them to 
find the entire service in the church books. 
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Teach through the music in your Junior League— 
with musical selections—quiet music—before the meet- 
ing is opened, with short numbers for offering, divid- 
ing into groups, as a signal for gathering and for clos- 
ing worship. If there is some one in the congregation 
who can assist in this way with the music, you can 
make music a valuable part in the Juniors’ eduaction. 

How do I learn from travel? Travel gives new 
ideas, gives me much to think about, fills my mind 
with the beauties I have seen, makes me appreciate my 
home again when I return, and should fill my heart 
with thanks and praise to God for this beautiful world 
He has made and all the wonders in it. 

Hint: Discuss with the Juniors where they ex- 
pect to visit if anywhere during the summer. Whether 
city or country or mountain or shore, travel will have 
something to give to each in improving his education. 
Suggest ways in which the most can be made of the 
opportunity. 

Study travel cruise folders, and travel charts and 
literature issued by some of the Travel Bureaus. Dis- 
cuss how a visit to each country might teach some- 
thing different. Let each select a country to be visited 
and report what they might see on such a trip. 

Start a series of Travel Books—showing differ- 
ent lands and what each have given toward the civiliza- 
tion and good of the world. 

A missionary atmosphere might be added by plan- 
ning a World Fair—trip around the world, with stops 
at each of our mission lands—having the Junior in cos- 
tume and arranging all the mission study material they 
have gathered during their studies for an exhibit. A 
short program is given on each country. This might 
be arranged as a public meeting. 


June 19, 1938 


WHAT DOES THE CHURCH TEACH ME? 


Use ‘the Junior Topics Booklet No. ‘VII, “The Child and 
School.” 
Suggested Procedure 


Worship: Planned and conducted by the Juniors 
Discussion: How does the Church help me? What does it teach 
me? Suppose there were no Churches? 
Topic Thoughts: As given in the Topics Booklet 
Summary: A review of the topics on Education 
Closing Worship: Planned and directed by the Juniors 
Summary 

What does the Church do to help educate me? We 
have learned of many things which help in our educa- 
tion. Some of them help grow Christian education 
as well. Let us think for a little how each does. 

(Assign these reviews to different Juniors the week 
previous, and let them report their findings.) 

1. School. What Christian principles am I learn- 
ing at school? How does school help me? Are try- 
ing to do my best in my studies, fairness, honesty, 
obedience, and all the other lessons I learn in school 
part of my Christian training? 

How does school help me to look forward to what 
I would like to do when I grow up? Can it help the 
Church in its efforts to have me at work in the Church? 

2. Radio. What can I learn of the Church from 
the radio? Can I learn good music? How will that 
help me in the things of the Church? Can I hear 
church programs? Are there church services broad- 
cast? What church programs are there? 
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3. Books. How do books help me? Is my read- 
ing important? Will it help me grow as a Christian? 
What books should I read to help me grow as Jesus 
-would have me grow? Am I reading the Bible daily? 
What books will teach me more of the things of the 
Church? 

4. The Movies. What can the movies teach me? 
What kind of movies help grow Christian character? 
What movies teach me about the Church? How can 
we work for better movies? 

5. Pictures. What do I learn 
What can pictures tell me about the 
pictures do I like best? 
Life of Christ do I like? 

6. Art. How does art teach me of the Church? 
What great church buildings can I name? What are 
the furnishings of the sanctuary—the chief room of the 
Church What is the meaning of lectern? Altar? Chan- 
cel? What is the meaning of the different colors at 
the various times of the year on the altar? 

7. Music. What do I learn of the Church from 
the hymns of the church? How does church music 
help me to worship? 

8. Travel. How does travel help me learn about 
the church? What travel can I plan? A visit to our 
Publication House, to one of our orphan homes, or 
institutions, a trip to a nearby town with a beautiful 


from pictures? 
Church? What 
What great pictures on the 


church—can I learn from these? What? How can 
I learn of foreign lands? 
9. And now, most important, what does the 


Church teach me? All these other things help my 
education, but it remains for the Church to put purpose 
into it all and to give it some meaning. 


The Church teaches us a number of things: 

(a) The Bible. I learn Bible stories and the mes- 
sage of the Bible from the Church. It is one of the 
greatest blessings the Church gives me. Do I appre- 
ciate it enough? Do I spend any time outside of Sun- 
day School in learning more of the Bible? 

(b) It teaches me other things about the things 
of the Church. I learn brotherhood, peace, giving to 
others, how I can work in the Church, how to bring 
others into the Church, missions (what our Church is 
doing in other lands, about Luther and the history of 
the Church, about the neighborhood and how I can do 
my share to make it Christian. The Church in its 
courses of study teaches me many things. 

(c) The Church teaches me worship. It helps 
me to worship in the church. Through hymns and 
psalms, through music and picture, through the service 
of the Church, through prayer, it helps me get close 
to God in His House. It also teaches me in my own 
life to keep close to him. It trains me to pray to Him 
daily, morning and evening, to read my Bible, where I 
learn His will, and to show to others that Iam His child. 

(d) The Church in its plans teaches me that it 
has a place for me. As a tiny baby I was brought to 
the Church for baptism. As a growing boy or girl the 
ecatechetical class gives me chance to learn what it 
means to be a church member and helps me to pre- 
pare for becoming one. Confirmation brings me into 
the Church. The Communion gives me a place with 
the other believers of the Church and gives me fel- 
lowship with Him. 
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The Church teaches me that it provides for its 
children, 

(e) The Church also provides for my Christian 
Education. As we have learned the Church School 
and the children’s organizations train me in the things 
of the Church and help me to know about my Church. 

(¢) The Church trains me to help others. It 
teaches me about the work the Church is doing, about 
the Boards and the different forms into which our 
work is divided, and it trains me to help in each. 

(g) Last, and most important, the Church gives 
me the message of salvation. It tells me the story of 
God’s people. It gives me the story of Jesus’ life. But 
it tells me most that Jesus came to save the world, 
that He died for the sins of the world, and that then 
He rose and lives eternally, so that we, if we be- 
lieve, may live also forever. This is the great Truth 
around which our Church is built, and around which 
all the work centers. 


June 26, 1938 


TO THE NORTH 
(By Mabel B. Fenner) 
Session 3 
A Land of All Nations 

Materials: (Order from the Women’s Missionary 
Society, 723 Muhlenberg Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa.) 

To the North—A Missionary Unit’ on Canada for 
Primary and Junior Groups. By Mabel B. Fenner. 
Price, 25 cents. *s 

Northern Neighbors, 
tity, 5 cents a dozen. 

Finder-Map of the World Today—with flags in 
colors. Price; 25 cents. 

References: “To the North” Session 3, page 27. 
Notice also on page 5, addresses from which maps and 
folders may be secured which will help to visualize 
the setting of the study. 


A picture sheet. In quan- 


Preparation: Plan to introduce the thought of June 
14th, Flag Day, in connection with the other plans for 
this session. The story “An International Party”, page 
15, may be adapted with this idea in mind and the 
“party” may celebrate Flag Day rather than Christmas. 


As additional items for the “library” begun in the 
first session, the paragraphs on “A Guest at the 
Coronation”, page 10, and “A Call and the Answer’, 
page 18, may be pasted on cardboard or in a loose- 
leaf booklet. The first story may be given to Junior 
to prepare for the June session and the second for use 
in July. Have ready materials needed for the making 
of the poster. 


Kereparet under the direction of the Children’s 
epartment, Women’s Missionary Society) 


THE LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 

The world is very beautiful and round about the 
little child at this time are many evidences of His love 
and care. The pity is that so many of His little ones 
fail to see their Heavenly Father in the things round 
about them because we fail to direct their thoughts. 
Help them during these June days to see God every- 
where. 
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Use the “Programs for the Little Leaguers” (25 
cents from Headquarters), with suggestions for. topics. 

It might be well to keep the entire group together 
for these meetings, seating them according to their 
usual age classes and letting each carry out what parts 
of the programs are best fitted to their needs. 

The Primary group might lead the worship, help- 
ing in planning and conducting same. 

The Kindergarten group might arrange the room 
and help with the singing. 

The Nursery group might take a walk to find 
some of god’s beautiful world, while the lesson is 
taught, and see some of its beauties. 

Each may do appropriate handwork, selected from 
the suggestions. 


June 5, 1938—GOD’S CARE 

Opening Worship: You will likely be in the midst of prepara- 
tion for Children’s Day in the Church School. Utilize some of the 
songs practiced there and recitations for your worship period. (if 
you will have no special Children’s Day service, write to the 
United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Stree, Philadelphia, 
Pa., and get one of the Children’s Day services, and use some of 
the material. 

Music Period: Teach “See the Farmer Sow the Seed.” 

Memory Period: Combine this with Music Period. 

Lesson Period: Tell the story of the Parable of the Sower, 
just telling of different kind of seed. sown and how it grew up. 
Do not emphasize the application. The little book, “The Farmer 
and His Field,’ in the series, “Bible Books For Small People,” is 
excellent. 

Bring in flowers of any sort that can be secured—flowering 
bushes, buds of trees or sprays of leaves, or any blossoms available. 

Talk of God’s care of the flowers, then talk of animals and 
finally of His care for us. 

Handwork Period: Use the suggestions in the Program Book- 
let. If daisies and other summer flowers are more seasonable than 
spring flowers, use same. 

Make the mounted flowers for sick and shut-ins as suggested ; 
also make the window borders if needed. 

5 Closing Period: Let little ones each pray a few words, thank- 
ing God for His care. Close with a hymn of their selection. 


June 12, 1938—GOD’S HELPERS 

Opening Service: Thank you for the world so sweet, 

Thank you for the food we eat, 
Thank you for the birds that sing, 
Thank you, God, for everything. 

Sing hymn learned last week, ‘See the Farmer Sow the Seed.” 

Memory Period: Combine with the music period and begin 
teaching “All Vhings Bright and Beautiful.” 

Lesson Period: Review lesson on God’s care. Talk about folks 
who help us—milkman, baker, storekeeper and especially the farmer. 
Use Bible story of Parable of the Sower. again. These little ones 
need much repitition. 

Handwork: Finish the flower cutouts started last week. 

Closing Period: Let the little ones each repeat after you a 
prayer of thanks for God’s helpers. 

_ _Expression: Talk about, what a little child can do—protect the 
birds (see any library for interesting charts and helps), care for 
flowers at home, pull weeds. Why should we obey signs, ‘‘Keep off 
the grass?” We must not kill the tender little blades just shooting 
up. Thought to be impressed—God gives us the big things, light, 
darkness, rain, etc., but we must be His helpers and use His gifts. 


June 19, 19383—THIS IS MY FATHER’S WORLD 

Help the little ones in this meeting discover some of the beauties 
of God’s world around about and to see God in them. 

Opening Worship: Use hymn studied during month. 

Conversation Period: Talk about the beauties outside; take little 
ones for a short walk, if possible, and see how many of God’s gifts 
can be seen—flowers, trees, birds, pets, etc. 

Lesson Period: Review thought of verses, Matthew 6:25-33. 


Add any thought given in topic for next week as given under 
lesson and handwork period for topic, “All Things Bright and 
Beautiful” (May, Fourth Week, in Program Booklet). 


Handwork: Have patterns of birds, butterflies, flowers, etc., 
and let little ones cut some from bright colored paper. Print verses, 
“God Is Love,” ‘‘He Careth for You,” on back. Let children take 
them home. 


Closing Period: Let the little ones select hymn. 


June 26, 19383—ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL 
Use the program in booklet, May, fourth week. 
Opening Service: Use hymns learned in last few meetings. 


_ Music and Memory Period: Teach part of hymn, “All Things 
Bright and Beautiful.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Lesson and Handwork Period: Explain hymn. Follow hints in 


booklet. 

Make a large loose-leaf scrap-book of brown wrapping paper- 
Announce several weeks in advance that children are to bring maga- 
zine pictures they have cut to the meeting. 

Begin your period with telling the children about all the 
beautiful things around you—all gifts of God. Have the children 
name things that are gifts of the Heavenly Father who cares for us- 
Trace everything back to show that it 1s a gift of God, e. g., @ 
drink of water. God first sent the rain that fell on the mountain 
top, ran down the mountain side in a little brook, was taken in the 
pipes to your home, so that you could drink. A piece of bread= 
God first gave the little seed that grew into wheat, the miller made 
it into flour, and the baker into bread. But neither the miller, 
nor the baker, could have given us the bread if God had not given 
us the tiny seed and the sun and the rain to make the seed grow- 

After you have talked about these things, bright and beautiful, 
have the children cut out pictures to paste in this loose-leaf note- 
book. On each leaf of the book write with colored crayons some 
sentence to carry out the thought, ‘“‘God‘s Gifts,” ‘Everything 
Beautiful That I See Reminds Me of God’s.Goodness To Me,” ete- 

Before these leaves are bound into one book they might be 
hung’ on the Sunday School wall as posters. After they are bound, 
they might go into the Missionary Box. 


Closing Period: Let little ones select songs and prayer. 


Additional Hints 

Make a chart for each verse of the hymn. Print verse in the 

center of card and_paste pictures illustrating the object named 
around the words. Use this in teaching the hymn. 
. Let the little ones act out the story of God’s gifts, represent- 
ing the various folks who give us the gifts, and make them _ ali 
realize that these go back to God. End with a prayer saying 
“Thank you’’ to God for bread, water, food, home, etc. 

Use ‘‘Posters to Build,’’ No. 1451—‘The Beautiful World,’” 
“Spring’’—to help teach this lesson (25 cents from Publication 
House). 

If you can get for this meeting, Margaret Tarrant’s beautifud 
picture, “All Things Bright and Beautiful,” by all means do so. 

Spare no trouble to make these lessons teach the little child 
God’s loving care is ever around Him. It is one of the fundamenta? 
lessons for this age group. 


“Our Latch-string Is On The Outside” 


Messiah Lutheran 


“The Friendly Church” 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. (1500 N.) 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


SERVICES 
10:00 A. M. 11:30 A. M. (WDAS) 
Cr et 8) VU 7:30 P. M. 


Hundreds Fill the Auditorium Every 
Thursday Night, 7:30 (WDAS) 


“Always Filled With Youth” 


Dr. Ross Stover 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


, 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D, LL.D. - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - - - - 


President 
Registrar 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight. fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Bs Hache for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities, 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania. 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 
nee, E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, eae 


Registrar ean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A_ high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 

Approved by ail accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities. 

Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 


School of Music 
Seud today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 
President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Have Yow Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 
FOR THE YEAR 1938? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


@) Use Luther League Emblems 


Luther League Emblem Seals 


IN NINE SIZES 


a 
PRINTED IN 


FULL COLORS 
BLACK RED WHITE 
| BLUE and GOLD 


i a | a) : 
PRINTED ON WHITE COATED 
GUMMED STOCK 


For Programs, Posters, Invitations and General Use 


FULL COLORS—Priced as Follows: PLAIN BLUE—Priced as Follows: 
No. 1—4”  diameter—$4.00 per 100—4¢ each No. 7—174" diameter—$i.00 per 100—1¢ each 
No. 11—3%4" diameter— 3.50 per 100—31%4¢ each No. 8— 94" diameter— .90 per 100—1¢ each 
No. 2—234” diameter— 3.25 per 100—3%4¢ each No. 9— 9%" diameter— .90 per 100—1¢ each 


No, 3—2/4' diameter— 3.00 per 100-37 cach” NLL COLOR EMBLEMS ON CARDEOARD 


No. 4—134” diameter— 2.50 per 100—214¢ each FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES 
No. 12—114" diameter— 2.25 per 100—21%4¢ each 20”—(Silk Screen Process) $3.00 each 
No. 5—1%” diameter— 2.00 per 100—2¢ each 12”—$1.00 each or 4 for $2.00 

No. 6— 3/4" diameter— 1.75 per 100—134¢ each 9”— .75 each or 4 for 1.50 

No. 10— 5%” diameter— 1.75 per 100—134¢ each 4”—Six Cents each 


REMITTANCE MUST ACCOMPANY ae 
RSS ORDER ai 5 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-433 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


